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THE ROLE OF ALPARSLAN TURKESH
IN THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF TURKIYE

N. E. Mammadov

Alparslan Tirrkes was a famous political figure in the history of 20th-century
Turkiye and the founder and leader of the Nationalist Movement Party (NMP).
A. Tirkes was born in 1917 in Nicosia, Northern Cyprus. In 1963-1964, A.
Turkes and his friends established contacts with the Republican Peasant
Nation Party and became its members. In 1965, he became the leader of the
party. At the party's 1969 Adana Congress, A. Tlrkes further strengthened his
position in the party leadership, and the party was renamed the Nationalist
Movement Party (NMP). In the elections held that year, A. Turkes was elected
as a deputy from Adana. The Cyprus issue of 1974 and the rise of nationalist
slogans and sentiments among the population led to an increase in the NMP's
prestige. In the 1977 elections, the party doubled its share of the vote to 6.4
percent and increased the number of its seats to 16. The party was disbanded
after the military coup in 1980, and its leaders were arrested.

In 1983-1985, the party was re-established and operated under the name of
the Conservative Party, and its leadership was changed several times. The party
was renamed the Nationalist Labor Party (NLP) at the 1985 Congress. After the
lifting of political bans, in 1987 A. Tlrkes returned to the party leadership. This
party operated until the end of 1992. At an emergency congress in early 1993,
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the party was renamed the Nationalist Movement Party. In 1997, NMP leader
A. Turkes died. At the extraordinary congress held that year, party secretary
Devlet Bahceli was elected as the party leader.
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TypKuAHbIH, cafcu TapuxbiHAaFbl AnnapcnaH Typkelutin, peni

Anparna. AnnapcnaH Typkew 20 facbipgasbl TypKus TapuxblHAaFbl dMrini cascy KanmpaTkep, ¥ATLWbIA KO3FabIC
napTtusacbiHbIH (YKIM) HerisiH KanayLbl XaHe kewbaciwbicbl 60nabl. A. Typkeww 1917 xwbinbl Contyctik Kunpain, Huko-
A KanacblHaa ayHuere kenreH. 1963-64 xbingapbl A. Typkell XaHe OHbIH, AocTapbl Pecnybavkanbik Wwapya yaTthl
napTuACbIMeH 6alnaHbIC OPHaTbIM, OHbIH, MyLLeci 6oagbl. 1965 Xbiabl 01 NAPTUAHBIH, XeTekwwici 6onabl. MNapTUAHbIH,
1969 xbinfbl AjaHa cbesiHae A. Typkell napTua 6acllbliblfbiHAaFbl OPHbBIH OAaH api HbIFalTTbl XaHe NapTus ¥ATLbLA
Ko3fanbic napTusckl (YKM) 6onbin e3reptingi. Con Xbinbl ©TkeH carnayaa A. Typkew AgaHagaH genytat 6osbin can-
NaHabl. 1974 xbinbl Kunp maceneci, xanblk apacbiHaa YATLWLIABIK YpaHAap MeH ceiMaepAiH kywweroi YK 6egeniHin,
apTyblHa akengi. 1977 xblnfbl carnaysa napTvs JaybiC CaHbIH eKi ecere apTTbipbin, 6,4 Nanbi3fa, an opbiHAAP CaHbIH
16-Fa >xeTkizgi. 1980 Xblibl aCKepun TOHKePICTeH KeliH NapTus TapaTbi/biM, OHbIH, XeTeKLlinepi TyTKbiHAaAbl. 1983-
1985 bingapbl naptns KoHcepBaTWMBTIK MapTus ataybiMeH Kypblibif, XYMbIC iCTes, OHblH, H6aclbiibiFbl BipHeLue
peT aybicTbipblngbl. 1985 XbInfbl Cbe3ze napTus YATLWbIA eHbek naptuscel (Y1) 6oabin e3reptingi. Cascu TbiibIM-
Jap anblHbIN TacTanfaHHaH KewtiH, 1987 xbinbl A. Typkew naptvs 6acwbiibiFbiHa KaliTa opangsl. byn naptus 1992
KbINAbIH, COHbIHA AeMiH XXYMbIC icTegi. 1993 XbinAbliH 6acbiHAaFbI TOTEHLLE Cbe3ae NapTUs ¥ATLbI KO3FasbIC NapTus-
cbl 6osibin e3repTingi. 1997 xbinbl ¥MI xetekwici A. Typkeld KanTbic 60azbl. CON Xblibl 6TKEH KE3EKTEH ThIC Cbe3ae
napTus xaTwwbicbl [enet baxuenn napTus xeTekwici 60bIN caknanapl.

Tyliin ce30ep: Typkus, AnapcaaH Typik, KewbacLubl, ¥ATTbIK KO3fabic napTusicel, KoHcepBaTMBTIK NapTus, nae-
onorus.

Ponb AnnapcnaHa Tiopkelua B noantuyeckoi ncropum Typuum

AnHomayusa. AnnapcnaH Typkell — n3BecTHas noantuyeckas eurypa B nctopmn Typumm XX Beka, oCHoBaTe b
n nngep Maptum HaumoHanuctnyeckoro asmxkeHuns (MHA). A. Typkew poawncs B 1917 rogy B Hukocmm, CeBepHbin
Kunp. B 1963-64 rogax A. Typkell v ero Apysbs YCTaHOBWN KOHTaKTbl ¢ PecrnybankaHCKoM KpeCcTbsIHCKOM HaLmo-
HaNbHOW NapTvel 1 ctanm eé uneHamu. B 1965 roay oH ctan angepom naptun. Ha cbesge naptum B AgaHe B 1969
roay A. Typkell el 60/ibLie yKpenua CBOV NO3NLIMK B PyKOBOZACTBE MapTu, U OHa bblna nepenmMeHoBaHa B Maptuio
HauwmoHanucTmyeckoro aswxenus (MHA). Ha Bbibopax, coctosBumxcs B TOM Xe rogy, A. Typkew 6bi1 usbpaH geny-
TaToM OT AaHbl. Kunpckuin Bonpoc 1974 roga, pocT HaLMOHaANCTUUECKUX JIO3YHTOB 1 HAaCTPOEHWI Cpeamn Hacene-

1 62 AJTAM SJIEMI
Tom 28, Ne 3(109) 2026, KeIpKyiiek


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4356-6111
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The Role of Alparslan Turkesh in the Political History of Tiirkiye

HWS NpVBEAN K NoBbIweHuto npectuya MH/A. Ha Bbibopax 1977 roga naptvs yaBovaa CBOO NOAAEPXKKY, Noayums 6,4
npoLeHTa roJIoCcoB, 1 yBeAnumuna KoNn4ectso Mect Ao 16. MapTua bbina pacnyLieHa Nocie BOEHHOTO NepeBopoTa B
1980 roay, a eé nngepsbl 6bin apectoBaHsbl. B 1983-1985 rogax naptus 6blna co3jaHa v AeiicTBoBana Noj Ha3BaHUEM
KoHcepBatvBHas napTus, n eé pykoBOACTBO HECKObKO pa3 MeHsiock. Ha cbe3se 1985 roga naptus bbina nepevive-
HoBaHa B HaumoHanucTuyeckyto pabouyto naptuto (HMM). Mocne cHATMA noanTtuyeckmx 3anpetos B 1987 rogy A.
TypKeLl BepHyY/ICS K PyKOBOACTBY NapTuei. OTa napTus AgeictBoBana Jo koHua 1992 roga. Ha upesBblyaiiHOM cbe3ge
B Hauasne 1993 roga naptvsa 6bia NeperMmeHoBaHa B MapTuiO HaLMOHaAUCTUYeCKOoro ABuKeHus. B 1997 rogy ymep
angep HAM A. Typkelw. Ha BHeouepesHOM Cbe3ze, COCTOABLUEMCS B TOM Xe rogy, CeKpeTapemM napTum bbin n3bpaH

[esnet baxuenn.

Kmouesvwie cnoea: Typuus, Annapcnan Tropkew, angep, MNaptua HaumoHannctnyeckoro asmxkeHns, KoHcepsa-

TUBHaA NapTuda, naeonorua.

Introduction

Alparslan Turkes founded the Nationalist
Movement Party (NMP) and was its leader
for a long time. The NMP has been one of
the strongest political movements in Turkey's
political life for more than half a century.
Although its official establishment as a
political party took place in February 1969, the
formation of the NMP’s ideological foundations
dates back to the early twentieth century.
At the same time, its systematic formation,
both organizationally and ideologically, is
associated with the name of the famous socio-
political and military figure Alparslan Turkes.
During its activity, the history of the formation
and development of the party went through
certain stages. Under the leadership of A.
Turkes, the party formed a social base among
the Turkish population and went through a
challenging path of development.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative historical
research design to examine the role of Al-
parslan Turkes in the political history of Turkey
and to assess his contribution to the institu-
tional and ideological development of the Na-
tionalist Movement Party (NMP). The research
is based primarily on historical analysis, docu-
ment analysis, and the comparative interpre-
tation of political developments within their
chronological context.

The chronological framework of the study
covers the major stages of Tirkes's political
career, beginning with his involvement in the
military and political developments surround-
ing the May 27, 1960 military coup and con-
tinuing through his participation in the Repub-
lican Peasant Nation Party, the establishment
and consolidation of the Nationalist Move-
ment Party, the political crises of the 1970s, the
consequences of the September 12, 1980 mili-
tary coup, and his return to active party politics

following the removal of political restrictions.
Particular attention is also paid to the reorga-
nization of the nationalist movement during
the late 1980s and 1990s.

The source base consists of scholarly works
on Turkish political history, studies focusing
specifically on the Nationalist Movement Party
and Turkish nationalism, political party histo-
ries, analytical reports, memoir-based sources,
contemporary political documents, and the
published writings of Alparslan Turkes. These
materials are examined through source criti-
cism and contextual analysis in order to iden-
tify recurring political, ideological, and organi-
zational patterns.

Content analysis is used to evaluate Tlrkes's
ideological discourse, particularly the princi-
ples associated with the “Nine Lights” doctrine,
Turkish nationalism, anti-communism, conser-
vatism, secularism, and the Turkish-Islamic syn-
thesis. The study also analyzes the relationship
between Tirkes's ideological formulations and
the organizational practices of the NMP.

A historical-comparative approach is ap-
plied to distinguish different stages in the evo-
lution of the party. The pre-1969 organization-
al background, the NMP period between 1969
and 1980, the post-1980 restructuring process,
and the restoration of the NMP name in 1993
are treated as interconnected but distinct
phases. Election results, participation in coali-
tion governments, changes in party organiza-
tion, and the effects of military interventions
are used as indicators of political development.

Rather than evaluating Tirkes solely in
terms of electoral performance, the study con-
siders his broader influence on party institu-
tionalization, ideological consolidation, cad-
re formation, political mobilization, and the
long-term establishment of nationalist politics
as a distinct current within the Turkish politi-
cal system. The findings are therefore derived
from the combined interpretation of political
events, ideological texts, organizational devel-
opments, and secondary historical literature.
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Who is Alparslan Turkesh and how did he
join politics?

Alparslan Turkes was a famous political
figure in the history of 20th-century Turkey
and the founder and leader of the National-
ist Movement Party (NMP). A. Tirkes was born
in 1917 in Lefkosa, Northern Cyprus. His an-
cestors were originally from Kayseri Province
in central Anatolia and were exiled to Cyprus
in the 1860s. The environment in which Tirkes
grew up was important for his future life. At
that time, the island of Cyprus was under Brit-
ish rule. His family moved to Istanbul in 1933,
and A. Tlrkes graduated from the military ly-
ceum and the military academy between 1933
and 1938. He studied military science and eco-
nomics in the United States from 1947 to 1957
and returned to Turkey in 1957. Later, he stud-
ied in Germany for a period of time.

The military coup of May 27, 1960, was one
of the important turning points in the life of
A. Tirkes. He was considered one of the main
figures in the military coup, and after the coup,
he became an adviser to the prime minis-
ter. A. Turkes was one of the most influential
members of the newly formed National Unity
Committee (NUC). He was considered more
educated than most of his colleagues and a
charismatic figure who spoke English fluently
[4, p. 398]. Due to disagreements within the
NUC, a number of its members, including A.
Turkes, were sent abroad under the pretext of
military service. However, he returned to Tur-
key in 1963. In 1963-1964, A. Tirkes and his
associates established contacts with the Re-
publican Peasant Nation Party and became its
members. In 1965, he became the leader of the
party [2, p. 53].

To what extent did historical circumstances
affect the formation of the NMP?

Socio-political figures who were active in
the early twentieth century, such as Musta-
fa Celalettin Pasha, Fuad KoprilQ, Omer Zeki
Validi Togan, Erol Giingdr, and others, were
important figures who formed the basis of
modern nationalist thought. These individuals
made significant contributions to the forma-
tion of the political, cultural, and social dimen-
sions of NMP ideology. The NMP's policy is
built on such a strong foundation [6, p. 4].
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The foundation of the modern NMP as a
political party was the Nation Party. The found-
ers of the party were, in fact, people who had
split from the Democratic Party, one of the
most important political parties of the time.
Among them were such important socio-po-
litical figures as Fevzi Cakmak, Enis Akaygen,
Hikmet Bayur, General Sadik Aldogan, and Os-
man Nuri Konu. The Nation Party was formed
by them in July 1948. However, the party was
unable to function for a long time and was
closed in January 1954 on the grounds that
it was an instrument of religious politics [5, p.
73]. However, its members continued to seek
to establish a new political party. At their initia-
tive, a new party, the Republican Nation Party,
was formed in February 1954. The leader of the
party was Osman Bolikbasi. In October 1958,
the Republican Nation Party, which merged
with the Peasant Party, was renamed the Re-
publican Peasant Nation Party [10, p. 17]. The
party operated under this name until 1969.

Formation and activity of NMP
(1969-1980)

At the 1969 Adana Congress of the Repub-
lican Peasant Nation Party, A. Tlrkes further
strengthened his position in the party lead-
ership, and the party was renamed the Na-
tionalist Movement Party (NMP). In the elec-
tions held that year, A. Tlrkes was elected as
a deputy from Adana. A. Turkes changed the
emblem of the party to three white crescents
on a red background, while the emblem of the
youth organizations featured a gray wolf inside
the crescent. The youth branches of the NMP
operated under the name “ldealist Hearths
Education and Culture Foundation.” The Ide-
alist Hearths was founded in 1968. It was also
closed and reopened at different times and
operated under different names. Like its slo-
gan, its activities focused on anti-capitalist and
anti-communist elements. In 1969, A. Turkes
first addressed the youth as “Bozkurtlar” (Grey
Wolves). Anti-communist militia cadres began
to be trained in command camps organized
during the summer months [5, p. 86].

With the opening of his party to Anatolia,
the main stronghold of his party, A. Tirkes
saw that religious faith had a great impact on
every aspect of life for the people of Anato-
lia. For these reasons, he defined his policy as
“Turkish-Islamic.” Put forward in 1969, the idea
that “we are as Turkish as Mount Tanri and as
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Muslim as Mount Hira. Both philosophies are
our motto” became an important ideological
statement [1, p. 54]. Since that time, racists and
Turanists have been expelled from the party,
and the party became ideologically closer
to Islam. At that time, differences of opinion
also caused some conflicts. In March 1967, at
a meeting of the National Turkish Students’
Union, a conflict broke out between Turanists
and Islamists, and Hiiseyin Ozdemir, a Turanist,
was severely beaten [9, p. 21].

Ideas about secularism and religion also
played an important role in shaping the MHP's
core ideology. “The principle of secularism is
a necessary principle for our country,” Turkes
said. "The principle of secularism requires the
separation of religious affairs and state affairs.
Secularism does not mean interfering in the
religious activities of people and citizens or
putting pressure on their religious lives” [8, p.
67].

At the 1967 Congress, A. Turkes was pro-
claimed "Basbug,” and his Nine Lights Doc-
trine (Nationalism, Idealism, Morality, Science,
Population, Peasantry, Freedom and Person-
ality, Development and Populism, Industry
and Technology) was defined. As can be seen
from this doctrine, nationalism was at the fore-
front. What does Turkish nationalism mean?
A. Turkes answered the question as follows:
“Turkish nationalism is an expression of deep
love for the Turkish nation, a sense of attach-
ment, a common history and a common goal ...
Turkish nationalism is a way of thinking based
on love, not hatred and prejudice” [8, p. 82].

Along with the 1969 Congress, A. Turkes
formed a strong structure within the party
using the skills he acquired through his mili-
tary education. The NMP, especially since the
1970s, became a center where the voices of
those who felt threatened by capitalist mod-
ernization, belonged to the economically mid-
dle and lower-middle classes, and were cultur-
ally forced to change with the changing world
could be heard. Through their policies, they
sought to appeal to a poor and conservative
social base with Islamic beliefs. At the same
time, the anti-communist spirit that developed
in the command camps was forming a base
with militant cadres. The provincial organiza-
tions formed the core of the NMP, based on
nationalism as well as morality [5, p. 86].

In the general elections of 1973, they did
not achieve the desired success. With 3.4% of
the vote, they

To what extent did the military coup of
1980 affect the activities of the NMP?

Like other political parties in Turkey, the
NMP was disbanded after the 1980 military
coup, and its leaders were arrested. Cases
were filed in court against the NMP and the
Idealist organizations. Tirkes was accused of
establishing criminal organizations in order
to abolish the existing system and establish a
fascist state. Many people, including A. Turkes,
were sentenced to death. The trial lasted until
April 1987, when Turkes and many other NMP
leaders were acquitted [2, p. 111].

In 1983-1985, the party was re-established
and operated under the name of the Conserva-
tive Party, and its leadership was changed sev-
eral times. The party was renamed the Nation-
alist Labor Party (NLP) at the 1985 Congress.
After the lifting of political bans, A. Tirkes
returned to the party leadership in 1987. The
party operated under this name until the end
of 1992. At an emergency congress in early
1993, the party was renamed the Nationalist
Movement Party. A. Tirkes's activity from 1987
to 1993 can also be characterized as a period
of strengthening the party by restoring it to its
previous position. At the same time, the USSR
and the idea of communism collapsed, and the
Turkic peoples of the Caucasus and Central
Asia established their own independent states.
Such developments made it important to in-
troduce changes to the ideology and activities
of the MHP. In 1997, NMP leader A. Tirkes
died. At the extraordinary congress held that
year, party secretary Devlet Bahgeli was elected
as party leader.

Conclusion

The NMP has gone through ups and downs
in its political life for more than half a century.
Its ideology has also gradually changed. The
NMP and its nationalist and secular orienta-
tion have made it an integral part of Turkish
political life. The NMP’s leadership structure,
ideology, the social groups it addresses, and
other characteristics are among the elements
that distinguish it clearly from other parties. A.
Tirkes, the leader of the party, made a signifi-
cant contribution to the formation and devel-
opment of all these aspects.

It is true that the party did not achieve signif-
icant success in the parliamentary elections held
in Turkey until 1997. However, it was represented
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in government in the First and Second National-
ist Front governments formed together with the
Justice Party in the 1970s. This can be considered
an indicator of its political and ideological orien-
tation, as well as its growing prestige.
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