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RELIGIOUS IDENTITY: THE EXPERIENCE
OF INDEPENDENT KAZAKHSTAN

TM.U. Onuchko, 'A.A. Shakenov, *T.A. Dronzina

ABSTRACT

The article focuses on studying of the religious landscape of Kazakh-
stan as an important factor in shaping national identity and cultural
memory. The authors examine the dynamics of the development of
religious denominations in the country since independence, emphasiz-
ing the relationship between religion, citizens’ self-identification, and
nation-building processes. The analysis is based on numerous socio-
logical studies conducted over the years, as well as statistical data from
governmental bodies.

The novelty of the work lies in its attempt to consider religion as a foun-
dation for studying national identity in Kazakhstan's multi-ethnic and
multi-confessional society. The research shows that since the collapse
of the USSR, the number of believers in the country has significantly
increased, as evidenced by the growth in the number of religious or-
ganizations and places of worship, along with changes in demographic
composition. The article highlights the influence of migration process-
es and the return of ethnic Kazakhs, which contributed to the increase
in the proportion of Muslims.

The study also addresses issues related to religious extremism, stress-
ing the importance of state policy in ensuring tolerance and neutrality.
Despite being a secular state, Kazakhstan has become an example of
interreligious dialogue. The authors conclude that religion continues
to play a key role in shaping national identity, particularly within the
context of Islamic traditions.
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AiHn 6iperennik: Tayenciz KasakcraHHbIH, TaXipnbeci

AHOamna. Makana ynTTblk Bipereinik NeH MaAeHW >XagblHbl KanbiNTacTbIPyAblH MaHbI3abl GakTopsbl
peTiHae Ka3akcTaHHbIH AiHW naHawadTbiH 3epTTeyre apHanfaH. ABTopsiap Tayencisgik anfaHHaH 6epi engeri
AiHN KoHbeccanapablH AaMy AMHaMUKacbiH 3epTTen, AiHHIH azaMaTTap/blH ©3iH-63i CaikecTeHAipyiMeH
XoHe YAT-KypbIabIC MpoLecTepiMeH 6ainaHbiCbiHa Hasap ayAapAbl. Tanjay ap >KbliAapbl >KYprisisreH
KenTereH a/eyMeTTaHy/blK 3epTTeyNepAiH, HaTUXeNepiHe, COHAAM-aK MeMNeKeTTiK opraHAapablH, cTaTu-
CTUKacbIHa HeTi3aenreH.

XKyMbICTbIH, XXaHanbifbl AiHAI KazakcTaHHbIH KOMyaTTbl XXaHe KenKoHdeccusanbl KoFaMblHAAFbI YATTbIK,
GiperennikTi 3epgeney YWiH Heri3 peTiHAe KapacTbipyfa Tbipbicagbl. 3epTrey kepceTkeHzen, KCPO
blAblpafaHHaH bepi engeri ceHyLwinepAin caHbl eAsyip ecTi, Oyn AiHW yibiMAap MeH Xpamaap CaHbIHbIH,
ecyiMeH fe, geMorpadusibik, KypamHbIH ©3repyiMeH Ae pactanagbl. Makanaga 3THVKablk Ka3aKTapAblH,
KeLWi-KOH npoLiectepi MeH opanybliHbIH MyCblIMaHAapP YAECiHIH apTyblHa acepi atan eTingi.

XKyMbIC COHbIMEH KaTap AiHW 3KCTPEMU3Mre KaTbICTbl MacesnenepAi Ko3faiapl, TONepaHTTbUIbIK MeH
6eMTapanTbIKTbl KamMTamachl3 eTyAeri MeMIEKETTIK cafcaTTblH, MaHbI3AblbIFbIH KepceTesi. ABTopaap AiH
YATTBIK BipereinikTi KanbinTacTbipysa, acipece ncaam AsCTypi ascbiHAa WewyLli pes atkapa bepeai gereH
KOPbITbIHAbIFa Keneai.

TyliiH ce3dep: ><ajbl, TAPUXU Xafjbl, MIAEHW XaZbl, XaATbl 3epTTey, ecTe caKTay >kapakatbl, WIT Kypy,
YATTBIK GOAMBIC, YATTBIK UAER, YATTBIK KOZ, YATTbIK PYX, YATTbIK/Ka3aK MaJEHWETI, YATTbIK CanT-AacTypaep
MeH SAeT-FypbInTap.

https://adamalemijournal.com

161
ISSN 1999-5849 (print) « ISSN 2959-7544 (Online) 6



Onuchko M.U., Shakenov A.A., Dronzina T.A.

PenurnosHas WAEHTUYHOCTb: OMNbIT HE3aBUCUMOTO KasaxcraHa

AHHomauyus. CtaTb NOCBALLEHa U3YyYeHWIO PesMrno3Horo naHawadTa KasaxcraHa kak BaxkHOro dak-
Topa GOPMUPOBAHMA HALMOHANIbHOM MAEHTUYHOCTM U KYNbTYPHOW NaMATU. ABTOPbI MCCAEAYIOT AMHAMUKY
Pa3BUTNA PENUTNO3HbIX KOHC])ECCI/II‘/] B CTpaHe C MOMEHTa o6peTeva HEe3aBNCUMOCTHK, aKLLEHTNPYA BHUMa-
HWe Ha B3aMMOCBA3N PeUrUK C camongeHTUdUKaLMen rpaxaaH v npoLeccaMn Hauumn-cTponTenscrea. B
OCHOBe aHa/in3a iexaT pe3ynbTaTbl COLMONOTMYECKMNX NCCAeA0BaHNI, NPOBEAEHHbIX B Pa3NNYHbIE TOApbl,
a TaK>Ke CcTaTMcTMyeckune JaHHble rocyAapCTBEHHbIX OPraHoB.

HoBu3Ha paboTbl 3aK0HaeTCs B MOMbITKE PaCCMOTPETb PEUTUI0 Kak OCHOBY ANS M3YYeHWs HaLmo-
Ha/IbHOW UAEHTUUYHOCTU B MHOFOHaLMOHaNbHOM U MHOrOKOHdeccoHanbHOM obuectse KasaxcraHa. Vc-
CnefoBaHVe nokasbiBaeT, 4To ¢ MoMeHTa pacnaga CCCP KonnuecTBo BepyoLWWX B CTPAHE 3HAUYNTENbHO
YBEIMUUIIOCh, YTO MOATBEPXKAAETCA KakK POCTOM YMCAa PEUTMO3HBIX OpraHu3aLuin U XpamoB, Tak 1 13-
MeHeHNAMU B p,elvlorpaqpmuec»(om cocTtaBe. B ctaTbe 0OTMeUeHO BAnsHNE MUrpauMoHHbIX NPOLEeCCOB N BO3-
BPaLLeHNA 3STHUYECKMX Ka3axoB Ha yBe/nYeHve 40N MyCybMaH.

PaboTa TaKkxe 3aTparvBaeT npobsembl, CBA3aHHbIE C PEUTMO3HbIM 3KCTPEMU3IMOM, MojyepKkuBas
BaXHOCTb rOCyAapCTBEHHOM MOJANTUKM B ObecriedeHUn TONEPaHTHOCTU U HelTpanuTeTa. KasaxcraH, He-
CMOTPA Ha CBETCKUI xapaKTep rocyAapcTBa, CTaj NprMMepoM MeXpennrnosHoro Avianora. ABTOpbl Npu-
XOAAT K BbIBOZY, UTO PEAUrUs MPOAOJXKAET UrpaTb KAHOUEBYIO POJib B POPMUPOBAHUN HALMOHANbHOW

NAEHTUYHOCTH, OCOBEHHO B KOHTEKCTE MCIaMCKOM Tpagnunn.

Knrouesnle cnoea: namstb, ncropunyeckana NamaAaTh, KyabTypHaa NaMATb, UCCNef0BaHME NaMATH, TDaBMbl
namaATn, HauuoHalbHOEe CTPOUTENIbCTBO, HaUuWOHalbHaA UAEHTUYHOCTb, HauWOHa bHaa naea, HaunoHa b-
Hbll KOA, HaLI,VIOHa}'IbeII‘/lI AyX, HaLI,VIOHaﬂbHaFI/Ka3aXCKaFI KyNbTypa, HauoHabHblE TPaANLNN U obblyan.

Introduction

Scholars studying nation-building,
national identity, and historical memory assert
that these processes are directly influenced
by the state of religion, language, national
traditions and customs, and affiliation with
specific ethnic groups. For Kazakhstan, the
question of building national identity and
shaping cultural memory is as relevant as the
country's economic development. Religion
may well serve as a fundamental pillar in the
formation of national identity. During the
years of independence, we have witnessed
rapid development of both traditional and
non-traditional religious denominations in
Kazakhstan. Significant momentum was given
to the construction of religious buildings,
which was also supported by the government
striving to maintain interreligious harmony
among Kazakhstani citizens. The clear growth
in the number of believers is evident across
the country in various religious groups.
Therefore, the relevance of this article is
obvious, and Kazakhstani scholars need to
continue studying this topic.

To date, a significant number of
academic articles have been published,
both in Kazakhstani journal databases and
international platforms such as SCOPUS and
other peer-reviewed scientific journals with
impact factors according to JSR data. The
conclusions drawn by domestic and foreign
researchers are reflected in this article.
However, the authors clarify that not all
previous works are represented in this article.

This article is an attempt to analyze the
experience of independent Kazakhstan
in terms of the development of religious
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denominations and to identify trends in
our society. The article uses secondary data
analysis based on the results of various
sociological studies conducted earlier. The
goal is to identify patterns and trends in
the religious landscape regarding religious
identity.

The novelty of this article lies in the
authors’ attempt to examine the state of
religion from the perspective of national
identity in Kazakhstani society. At the same
time, the authors acknowledge that this issue
requires further comprehensive and in-depth
study.

The article consists of the following
sections: research methodology, where the
goals and hypotheses of the article, as well as
limitations and opportunities, are outlined; the
method used for analyzing the collected data;
and the discussion section, where the data is
presented and analyzed, and conclusions are
drawn. This section also includes the results of
previous research by Kazakhstani and foreign
scholars.

Methodology

This article uses the results of sociological
studies conducted at various times during
the 2000s among Kazakhstani citizens
living in all regions of the country. The
sociological surveys were carried out by
different organizations, including government
agencies, private companies, and non-
governmental organizations. In addition to
these studies, statistical data sources from
government databases were also used.

The chosen method involves the secondary
use of previously collected research data. This



Religious Identity: the Experience of Independent Kazakhstan

method is optimally suited to the purpose of
this article, allowing for additional conclusions
to be drawn under resource constraints when
studying long-term trends.

The aim of this research is to identify trends
among the population that subsequently
define the religious identity of Kazakhstanis
by examining Kazakhstan's experience in the
development of religious conditions during
the years of independence. We hypothesize
that the number of believers in Kazakhstan is
increasing, based on the visible growth in the
construction of religious buildings.

At the first stage, the results of sociological
studies from various sources were collected.
The next step involved evaluating and
selecting the research that met the objectives
of the article, followed by finalizing the list of
selected studies.

In analyzing and writing the article, the
authors took into account potential limitations,
such as biases in the specialists conducting
the studies and the possible influence of
the study’s sponsor or commissioner on the
results. To maintain objectivity, census results
from 2009 and 2021 were used.

On the other hand, the advantage of
this method lies in the ability to conduct a
secondary analysis of data collected over
an extended period. The data obtained was
analyzed using statistical methods, where the
authors attempted to identify new patterns
and confirm existing hypotheses. The results
were interpreted considering  possible
limitations, as well as social and economic
changes that occurred during the period
of the sociological measurements. Ethical
standards, the confidentiality of the original
study participants, and the accuracy of source
citation were also considered during the
writing process.

Discussion

Religion is one of the key factors in
an individual's self-identification, along
with nationality, language, and culture,
determining a person'’s status in society. For
example, scholars assert that identity is linked
to a person’'s association with a particular
language, nationality, culture, religion,
or race [1, p. 16-17]. Moreover, religious
identity is considered the earliest form of
individual identification in human history,
forming the foundation of social and national
consciousness [2, p. 54 - 55].

Cultural, national, and religious identities
are fundamental characteristics of a state, as
discussed in the works of C. Lévi-Strauss [3],
P. Ricoeur [4], M. Foucault [5]. Identification

through national cultural tradition s
embedded in the discourse of ethno-national
and religious identity [6, p. 134-135].

In general, scholars agree that religion
is one of the key aspects of an individual's
self-identification and connection to a
specific society. In this context, religion
plays an important role in shaping societies
and individuals, with Kazakhstani society
developing multilayered discourses on religion
that encompass international, regional, and
national contexts [7].

Researchers are also convinced that
religious identity is a type of social identity,
viewed as a multilevel socio-psychological
phenomenon [8]. Religion contributes to the
formation of national identity, community, and
society. The institutionalization of religious
studies, rooted in Western academic traditions,
emphasizes the importance of religion for
societal survival, creating social order and
sacralizing social ties [9]. Religion, as an
ancient and important social phenomenon, is
considered to possess two key characteristics:
spirituality and organization [10]. Spirituality
refers to how religions deeply shape people’s
values, beliefs, and views, while organization
illustrates how religions play a key role
in group identification within a particular
society [11]. Religion is also a sociocultural
factor that can influence language use [12].
Studying religiosity in Kazakhstan is important
for understanding the dynamics of religious
changes in the post-secular era [13].

The great Kazakh scholar of the 18th
century, Shokan Walikhanov, the first to
study the ethnogenesis of the Kazakh people,
concluded that the history of any nation
should be studied through the lens of its
religion and beliefs [14]. The collapse of the
Soviet Union, along with its restrictions on
religion and religious practices, marked the
beginning of nation-building in Kazakhstan
on a confessional basis. Islam became one of
the key factors in national revival during the
development of society in all spheres - social,
economic, and political [15].

The transition from socialism to a market
economy contributed to the process of de-
ideologization, where, along with achieving
ideological pluralism, there was a growing
desire  to understand new meaningful
strategies and to search for diverse identities,
including worldview-based ones [16]. Modern
socio-humanitarian studies of the Kazakh
mentality indicate that religion/non-religion
and religious identity significantly influence
the lifestyle choices of an increasing number
of Kazakhstanis [17].

Despite independent Kazakhstan being
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a secular state, the government has not
restricted religious freedom. After the collapse
of the Soviet Union, religious pluralism
flourished in Kazakh society. Representatives
of other ethnic groups, such as Russians,
Ukrainians, Germans, and Koreans, further
increased the country’s religious diversity. The
growth of other religions in Kazakhstan can
be attributed to factors such as the country’s
diverse ethnic and confessional makeup, the
resurgence of interest in religion after the
collapse of the Soviet Union, and the relatively
liberal and secular governance model adopted
in the country [18].

However, leaders of the newly independent
post-Soviet countries have refrained from
making radical decisions regarding religion, as
under the atheist Soviet regime, religion was
relegated to the periphery and became part
of culture. As a result, during the Soviet era,
certain stereotypes and worldviews regarding
religion developed within the population.
Therefore, people were not ready for religious
freedom amid the socio-economic crisis [19].

Nevertheless, Kazakhstan's government
policy on religion has been cautious and
balanced. Three key principles of the
government’s religious policy stand out:
neutrality, tolerance, and parity [20]. Thus, in
Kazakh society, one can observe the rapid
development of Islam, even though members
of different religions are provided with the
conditions necessary to follow their own faith
[21].

Many researchers believe that a religious
crisis is occurring in Western countries with
Christian civilizations, as religious disbelief
is one of the fastest-growing worldviews,
especially in the West. Many people deny
the existence of God, and non-believers have
become the fourth largest group globally after
Christians, Muslims, and Hindus, likely due to
higher levels of social and individual security
[22]. Kazakhstan, in turn, demonstrates a

«religious  revival», encompassing both
traditional  religions  (Islam,  Buddhism,
Christianity, Judaism) and non-traditional

religious movements [23].

In the multi-confessional and multicultural
Kazakhstan, which is located at the crossroads
of different civilizational worlds and is both
potentially and actually involved in the
process of globalization, it is important not
only to find but also to affirm and preserve a
unique identity. Over the years of sovereignty,
the process of self-identification has unfolded
in the understanding of the place and role
of religious traditions in general and Islamic
tradition in particular [24].

A review of studies shows that religion
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plays a key role in personal self-identification,
nation-building, and the development of
national spirit. This is a crucial factor for
countries that gained independence after
the collapse of the USSR, where atheism had
previously dominated state policy. Specifically,
in Kazakhstan, since the declaration of
independence, despite the challenging
situation for the young country and the
government’s cautious approach to religion,
there has been a rapid growth in religious
organizations.

Results

Since  gaining  independence, the
proportion of the population identifying as
believers has increased, as shown by various
sociological studies conducted at different
times. This trend is attributed to several factors.
For instance, during Kazakhstan’s time as part
of the Soviet Union, religion was practically
banned, expressing one's religious affiliation
was not encouraged, religious buildings
were not constructed, and religious literature
was barely published. Overall, all religious
denominations experienced a «stagnation».
After independence, religious buildings
began to be actively constructed, including
those supported by the government, and
foreign religious missionaries from various
denominations flooded into Kazakhstan.
The ethnic composition also changed after
independence. Slavic and other ethnic
groups migrated from the country, while
ethnic Kazakhs returned to Kazakhstan. This
fact subsequently influenced the religious
composition of the country.

Several sociological studies were conducted
at different times by various research
organizations. The results of all the studies
presented below indicate that, starting from
the 2000s, the proportion of those considering
themselves religious has increased.

For example, the World Values Survey
conducted two sociological surveys in
Kazakhstan in 2011 and 2018 [25]. The
sociological research, conducted 7 years apart,
showed the following: 21.5% of respondentsin
2011 considered religion very important, and
by 2018, 28.7% of respondents felt the same.
In 2011, 33.5% answered «rather important»,
compared to 35.5% in 2018. Conversely, the
responses indicating that «religion is not
important» decreased in 2018 compared
to 2011. In 2018, 24.3% of Kazakhstanis
said religion was not important, down from
33.6% in 2011. Responses stating «religion
is completely unimportant» decreased from
11.4% in 2011 to 8.9% in 2018.
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Other interesting results came from
sociological studies conducted in 2003, 2007,
and 2009 [26]. The results showed that 38.7%,
77.3%, and 83.3% of respondents considered
themselves religious in 2003, 2007, and 2009,
respectively, indicating that the proportion
of believers increased by 44.6%, or 2.2 times,
in 6 years. This study also established that
Kazakhs and Uzbeks are the most religious.
Among the respondents, active believers were
32.2% and 38% among Uzbeks in 2007 and
20009, respectively, and 11.8% and 28% among
Kazakhs in 2007 and 2009, respectively.

The U.S. Embassy in Kazakhstan mentioned
in its report on the religious situation in
the country that in 2019, the share of non-
believers and atheists was 18.8% of the
population (data derived from a sociological
study) [27].

Sociological studies commissioned by the
authorized body in the field of religious activity
regulation in 2019 showed that 92.8% of the
population considered themselves believers,
with the majority adhering to Islam (70.2%)
and 26% to Orthodoxy. However, these figures
vary across different regions, with some areas
showing a decrease in the proportion of
believers. For example, in North Kazakhstan,
59.8% identified as believers, 52.5% in East
Kazakhstan, and 44.5% in Pavlodar region [28].

In addition to sociological research
indicating a growing number of believers,
census data from Kazakhstan in 2009 and
2021 showed that the number of believers
is decreasing slightly, but not significantly. In
2009, 70.2% of the population were believers,
compared to 69.3% in 2021. At the same time,
there were 11.2 million Muslims in 2009 and
13.2 million in 2021, representing a growth of
2 million. Christians numbered 4.1 million in
2009 and 3.2 million in 2021, a decrease of 1
million. It is interesting to note that the 2009
and 2021 censuses revealed that Muslims are
more prevalent among rural residents, while
Christians are more common among urban
residents [29].

The census also showed that the majority
of Muslims follow the Hanafi school of
Sunni Islam, with fewer adherents to Shia
Islam, Sufism, and the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community.

These data clearly show an increase in the
proportion of the population identifying as
religious. Another factor influencing this trend
is the construction of religious buildings, the
arrival of missionaries—mainly Christian—
from abroad, and the overall spread of
different global religious movements.

Statistics clearly illustrate how quickly the
number of religious associations and places

of worship increased. In 1989, there were
671 religious associations representing 30
denominations in the country. By 1996, this
number had grown to 1,503, and by 2003,
there were more than 5,000 associations
representing 62 denominations. In 2009,
there were 3,129 places of worship, including
2,229 mosques, 258 Orthodox churches, 93
Catholic churches, 6 synagogues, and over
500 Protestant churches and prayer houses.
By 2013, the number of places of worship had
reached 3,244, with 2,320 mosques [30].

Currently, according to the Committee for
Religious Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and
Information of the Republic of Kazakhstan, there
are 3,961 registered religious organizations
representing 18 denominations in the country:
2,813 Islamic, 347 Orthodox, 93 Catholic, 593
Protestant, 61 Jehovah's Witnesses, 23 New
Apostolic Churches, 13 Krishna Consciousness
Society, 7 Jewish, 6 Baha'i, 2 Buddhist, 2 Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons),
and 1 Unification Church (Moonies). There
are also 3,753 places of worship, including
2,824 mosques, 301 Orthodox temples, 115
Catholic churches, 421 Protestant prayer
houses, 56 Jehovah's Witnesses prayer houses,
24 New Apostolic Church prayer houses, 6
synagogues, 2 Baha'i prayer houses, 3 Krishna
Consciousness Society prayer houses, and 1
Buddhist temple [31].

An important aspect of Kazakhstan's
religious identity is the increase in the
proportion of Muslim believers, which is
closely related to changes in the country's
demographic composition during
independence. Since 1991, the proportion of
the Kazakh ethnic group has increased, while
the proportion of Slavic and other ethnic
groups has decreased due to emigration.
From 1991 to 2016, approximately 1 million
ethnic Kazakhs migrated to Kazakhstan from
abroad [32].

According to the 2019 census, Kazakhs
made up 70.18% of the population [33], while
in 1989, they made up 39.7% [34] and in
1999, 53.4% [35]. This data clearly shows that
the proportion of Kazakhs in the population
has steadily increased, as has the difference
between religious denominations.

A 2016 sociological study by the
Association of Sociologists and Political
Scientists of Kazakhstan (ASP), supported by
the Soros Foundation Kazakhstan, showed that
71% of respondents considered themselves
religious, with the majority identifying with
Islam (76.2%) and 19.2% with Orthodoxy [36].

Despite the high percentage of religious
people, Kazakhstan remains a secular state,
as outlined in the 1995 Constitution of the
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Republic of Kazakhstan, which declares that
Kazakhstan is a secular state where religion
and the state are separated. Article 5 of the Law
of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Freedom
of Religion and Religious Associations» (1992)
also affirms this principle [37]. Throughout
the years of independence, the government
has built a secular state, refraining from
openly supporting any particular religious
denomination. At the same time, the state
has not restricted the activities of religious
groups in constructing places of worship,
disseminating religious literature, or allowing
foreign missionaries to come to Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan has also gained unique
experience in building a dialogue platform for
leaders of world and traditional religions. The
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions was first convened in 2003 on
the initiative of former President Nursultan
Nazarbayev. Official sources declare that the
Congress's goal is to provide a platform for
dialogue and to make coordinated decisions
with the establishment of a permanent
institution in this field [38]. This platform
has not only improved Kazakhstan's image
internationally but also positively influenced
interfaith dialogue within the country.

However, Kazakhstan has also faced tragic
moments related to the spread of extremist
Islamic views. Some experts believe that the
government failed to pay proper attention
to these processes until 2011, which led to a
series of terrorist attacks on law enforcement
and civilians in Almaty, Taraz, and Aktobe
in 2011 and 2012. After these events,
the government revised its approach to
regulating the activities of Islamic movements
in Kazakhstan, leading to a decline in religious
tensions and a re-evaluation of Islam as a
religion historically opposed to extremist
views, as such views contradict Kazakhstan's
national traditions and customs, as well as the
tenets of Islam [39].

Conclusions

Religion occupies a central place in the
process of personal self-identification, serving
as an important factor alongside language,
culture, and nationality. It is one of the oldest
forms of identity, which has historically
contributed to the development of social and
national consciousness. In the modern world,
religion continues to play a significant role in
maintaining social order, shaping values and
beliefs, and fostering collective identity.

This is particularly evident in countries that
gained independence after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, such as Kazakhstan. Under
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Soviet atheism, religion was marginalized
in public life, but with the attainment of
independence, a «religious revival» has
taken place. Islam has become a key factor in
shaping national spirit and identity, alongside
the active development of other traditional
and non-traditional religions. Kazakhstan’s
model of state religious policy, based on the
principles of neutrality, tolerance, and parity,
has contributed to preserving the multi-
confessional and multicultural nature of
society, ensuring harmonious relations among
diverse ethnic and religious groups.

The study has led to several conclusions
regarding religious identity in Kazakhstan:

During the period of independence,
various religions (both traditional and new
to Kazakhstan) developed rapidly, with most
of the population considering themselves
believers, and the percentage of non-believers
remaining insignificant.

Due to demographic trends and Kazakh
national culture, Islam predominates among
the population compared to other traditional
denominations.

The establishment of Kazakhstan as
a secular state and the lack of proper
government oversight regarding the spread
of Islamic movements led to the emergence
of extremist groups.

Overall, religious and national identity in
Kazakhstan is increasingly centered around
Islam, and this trend is likely to continue.
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