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AHHOTALIUA

This study is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of geopolitical processes in
the Eastern European region with an emphasis on the foreign policy activity
of global and regional actors. The historical conditionality and evolution of
interstate relations between two large Eastern European states in the context
of the post-Soviet space are considered. Particular attention is paid to the
transformation of the political landscape after independence by one of the
subjects of research and subsequent centrifugal trends in certain territorial
entities. The methodological base of the study includes comparative analysis,
a systematic approach and content analysis of official documents, which
makes it possible to form a multifaceted idea of the strategic positions of
key geopolitical players: the People's Republic of China, the United States of
America, the European Union and direct participants in regional processes. The
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Lbirbic Eypona eHipiHAaeri reocasicu cepniH: MemJieKeTapasblK, KaTbIHacTapfa acep eTeTiH CbIPTKbl
blKNasfa KelleHAi Tangay
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Territorial Integrity, Strategic Partnership.

AHOamna. byn 3epTTey xahaHaplk XaHe eHip/aik akTopaapAblH CbIpTKbl cascu benceHginirine 6aca Hasap
ayaapa oTbipbin, Lbifbic Eypona eHipiHaeri reocascu npouectepAi KeweHAi Tanjayfa apHanfaH. MocTkeHecTik
KEHICTIK KoHTeKcTiHae eki ipi Lbifbic Eypona memekeTTepi apacbiHAafbl MeM/IeKeTapasblk KaTbiHACTapAbIH Ta-
PUXV WAPTTbUIbIFbI MEH 3BOIOLMSACH KapacTbipbliadbl. 3epTTey cybbekTinepiHiH 6ipi Toyencisik anfaHHaH KeiiH
cancy naHawadTsl e3repTyre XeHe KeliiHHeH benrini 6ip ayMakTbiK KypblibIMAApAafbl OpTanbiKTaH Heri3 anfaH
ypA4ictepre epekile Hasap ayjapblnagbl. 3epTTeyaiH sicHamanblk 6a3acbl KOMNapaTUBTIK TandayAbl, >Xyienik
TOCINAI XKOHe pecMun Ky>KaTTapablH, KOHTEeHT-TanjayblH KaMTuibl, Oy Heri3ri reocascu oWbiHWbINAPAbIH: KbiTai
Xanblk PecnybavkacbiHbiH, AMepuka Kypama LUTtaTrapbiHbiH, Eyponanbik OpakTbiH XaHe eHip/ik npouectepre
TiKeNeWn KaTbICyLbIapAblH, CTPATErnANbIK MO3ULMANaPbl Typabl KON Kblp/bl TYCIHIKTI KaabINTacTbipyFa MyMKiHAiK
6epeai. A/lblHFaH KOPbITbIHABIIAP MeMeKeTapasblk ©3apa iC-KMMbIIAbIH, TIKeNe XaHe XaHama KaTbiCyLlbliapb
MYAAENEPIHIH KypAeni KOHOUrypauMACbiHbIH, 6ONYbIH alKbiHAAYFa MYMKIHAIK Gepeai, onapAblH dpKaiCbIChl
OHIPAIK Kayinci3gik apxuTekTypacbiH TpaHchopmaLmanay xXafjanbiHaa ©3/4epiHiH reocancu XXoHe 3KOHOMUKabIK,
apTbIKLLbLIbIKTapblH 6apbiHLIa apTTbipyFa YMTbLAabI.

Tyliin ce3dep: Lbirbic Eypona eHipi, Kbitan, AKLL, MemnekeTapasblk KaTblHacTap,
CTpaTEervs/bIK dPINTECTIK.

ayMakTblk, TyTacTblk,

Feononutnueckasa guUHamMmuka B BOCTOHHOEBPOI‘IEVICKOM pernoHe: KOMIUJIEKCHbIW aHa/In3 BHELLUHEro
BJIMAHUA Ha MeXXrocyaapCcTtBeHHble OTHOLUEeHUA

AHHomayus. [laHHoe nccnesoBaHne NOCBALLEHO KOMMAEKCHOMY aHann3y reonoanTuyeckmx npotieccos B Boc-
TOYHOEBPOMEWCKOM PErmoHe C akLeHTOM Ha BHELLHEMNONTUYECKYO akTUBHOCTb r106abHbIX U PermoHanbHbIX ak-
TopoB. PaccmaTtpuBaetcs nctopuyeckas 0b6yCcNOBAEHHOCTb U 3BOIFOLMS MEXIOCYAapCTBEHHbIX OTHOLLEHWI MeXAyY
ABYMS KPYMHbIMW BOCTOYHOEBPOMENCKMMMN TOCyAapCcTBaMn B KOHTEKCTE MOCTCOBETCKOro npoctpaHcTea. Ocoboe
BHUMaHWe yaensetca TpaHcGopmaLmum MOAMTUYECKOTO NaHAlwadTa nocie obpeTeHns He3aBUCUMOCTU OAHUM U3
Cy6beKTOB UCCNEA0BaHNA U NMOCNEAYIOLMM LeHTPOOEXHbBIM TEHAEHLIMAM B OMpejeneHHbIX TeppUTOpranbHbIX 06-
pa3soBaHusx. MeTogonornyeckas 6asa ncciefoBaHVA BKAHOYAET KOMMNAPaTUBHbIN aHaNN3, CUCTEMHBIN NMOAXOZ U KOH-
TeHT-aHann3 opuLManbHbIX AOKYMEHTOB, UTO MO3BOAAET CHOPMUPOBATL MHOTOrpaHHOE MpeACTaB/eHNe O cTpaTeru-
YeCcKMX MO3ULMAX KIHUEBbIX reononTnyeckmx nrpokos: Kutanckon HapogHoi Pecnybavkun, CoeamHenHbix LLitatos
Amepuku, EBponelickoro Coto3a 1 HEeMoCPeACTBEHHbIX YHACTHMKOB PervoHasbHbIX MPoLeccoB. [onyyeHHble BbIBO-
Abl NO3BOASAKT KOHCTAaTUPOBATb HaAMuUME CIOXHON KOHOUrypaLmum MHTEPECOB NPSMbIX U KOCBEHHbBIX Y4aCTHUKOB
MeXroCyAapCTBEHHOTO B3aUMOZENCTBUSA, KaX bl 13 KOTOPBIX CTPEMUTCA K MaKCMMM3aLIMM CBOUX FeOMONNTNHECKNX
N S3KOHOMUYECKUX MPENMYLLECTB B YCI0BUAX TPAHCHOPMaLMM PErMoHaNbHOM apXUTeKTypbl 6€30MacHOCTU.

Knroyeewie cnoea: BoctouHoesponencknii pervoH, Kutain, CLLUA, MeXrocysapcTBeHHble OTHOLLEHWS, Teppu-
TOopuWanbHas LeNoCTHOCTb, CTpaTernyeckoe napTHepCTBO.
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Introduction

From the first days of the escalation in Eastern
Europe, the United States made active efforts to
influence Beijing to de-escalate tensions in the re-
gion. China, on the other hand, made ambiguous
statements, calling for respect for the territorial
integrity of all countries while recognizing the le-
gitimacy of Moscow's concerns about its national
security. The Americans have repeatedly accused
China of providing military support to Moscow [1].
However, such an initiative has not yet been ob-
served on the part of the Chinese. The changing
geopolitical situation in Eastern Europe has forced
China to reconsider its foreign policy priorities.

Before the deterioration of interstate relations
in the region, there were significant convincing
prerequisites indicating that Moscow was signal-
ing to the West that in the event of continued
pressure, the energy crisis could worsen. To re-
duce dependence on European consumers, Rus-
sia took steps to increase gas supplies to China
[2]. The Russian Federation transferred a signif-
icant portion of its gold and foreign exchange
reserves to yuan assets. All these events could
suggest that Russia was preparing for restrictive
measures from its Western neighbors [3].

China had to develop its own approach, which
has become its main position since the beginning
of the regional tensions. The main goal of this ap-
proach is that the PRC emphasizes the need to
respect the territorial integrity and security of all
countries and regrets that regional tensions lead
to human casualties, but at the same time, states
that the double standards of the United States and
NATO have led to the inevitability of confrontation
[4]. This approach allows Beijing to maintain a bal-
ance between conflicting objectives: to maintain
special relations with Moscow, and not to dam-
age the complicated relations with the EU, which
are especially important against the backdrop of
growing rivalry with the United States. China also
understands that the EU is a major trading partner,
and it is extremely important to prevent anti-Chi-
nese sentiments and the formation of an alliance
between the EU and the United States [5].

The main purpose of this article is to study
and compare the positions of China, Russia, the
USA, the EU, and Eastern European countries
themselves in relation to the current situation in
the region and the main goals of the parties in the
context of the increasing confrontation between
Russia and the West against the background of
the formation of a multipolar system.

The scientific relevance of this article lies in
the methodological approach, which includes a
comprehensive comparative analysis of the in-
terests and positions of major actors, as well as
direct participants in regional processes.

Methodology

During the study, methods of analysis and syn-
thesis, comparative analysis were employed, allow-
ing for a comparison of positions held by the main
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countries taking direct and indirect roles to create a
comprehensive picture of the subject matter.

The article also applied a systemic approach,
examining stakeholder involvement in the re-
gional dispute as part of a deeper system en-
compassing political and economic dimensions,
which undoubtedly enabled analysis of the rela-
tionships between these components and their
impact on the ongoing situation.

Overall, the research results provide significant
insight into the evolving policy trajectories of coun-
tries involved in the Eastern European geopolitical
tensions and associated military-political complica-
tions between neighboring states in the region.

Main part

China’s Diplomatic Position on Regional
Stability in Eastern Europe

The period of March 4-13, 2023 marked sig-
nificant developments in Chinese politics with the
sessions of the National People’s Congress and
the National Committee of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference. These «two
sessions» represent the culmination of a five-
year political cycle in China, following the 20th
Congress of the Communist Party of China, and
signaled the beginning of a new era under Xi Jin-
ping’s consolidated leadership [6].

China established its position on Eastern Eu-
ropean regional tensions immediately following
the emergence of interstate conflict in February
2022. In diplomatic exchanges with European
counterparts, Foreign Minister Wang Yi articulat-
ed China’s stance based on several fundamental
principles: respect for territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty of all nations while acknowledging their
security concerns; opposition to unilateral sanc-
tions that might escalate tensions; and calls for
immediate cessation of hostilities and diplomatic
negotiations. This position has remained largely
consistent throughout the subsequent period [7].

On February 24, 2023, China published a sig-
nificant document entitled «China’s Position on
the Political Settlement of the Ukrainian Crisis»,
which outlined twelve points that Beijing be-
lieved could contribute to regional stabilization.
The document employed diplomatic language
advocating for cessation of hostilities, respect
for sovereignty and territorial integrity, aban-
donment of Cold War mentality, prevention of
military bloc expansion, ensuring nuclear facility
safety, prohibiting nuclear/chemical/biological
weapons use, ending unilateral sanctions, es-
tablishing humanitarian corridors, and securing
grain exports. China further expressed concern
regarding potential nuclear escalation [8].

According to A. Kortunov, Director General of
the Russian Committee on International Affairs,
China demonstrates effectiveness in advocating
for peace and facilitating negotiations, noting
Moscow'’s significant interest in China’s position
document on political settlement [9].

Nikita Lyakhovetsky, head of the Moscow
branch of the «Direct Democracy Party», ob-
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served that President Xi's March 2023 visit to
Moscow coincided with certain international le-
gal developments concerning Russian President
Putin. He suggested this timing reflected China’s
rejection of attempts to isolate Russia diplomat-
ically, as demonstrated by the visit of the leader
of the world’s largest economy and UN Security
Council permanent member [10].

Vasily Kashin, Director of the Center for Com-
prehensive European and International Studies at
the National Research University Higher School of
Economics, noted China’s active diplomatic en-
gagement while maintaining positions compatible
with Russian interests. However, he suggested that
due to Kyiv's constraints on direct negotiations
with Moscow, opportunities for progress remain
limited. Kashin assessed that China would not as-
sume a mediator role like its facilitation of Saudi
Arabia-Iran normalization [11].

Carnegie Moscow Center analyst Alexan-
der Gabuev characterized the Eastern European
conflict as an accelerator of existing trends in
Chinese-Russian relations. Despite asymmetries
in economic size and technological capabilities,
the two countries maintain a mutually beneficial
symbiotic relationship. As the conflict potential-
ly weakens Russia’s economic and demographic
position, China’s relative weight in the partner-
ship increases, potentially accelerating Russia’s
dependence on China [11].

BBC Russian Service reported that while China
has not formally joined Western sanctions, many
Chinese companies have quietly observed the re-
strictions [2]. This strategic ambiguity allows Chi-
nese political and business leaders to navigate
the situation while minimizing negative econom-
ic impacts. China has experienced complications
in relations with its primary trading partners (EU
and US) since declining to condemn Russian mil-
itary actions, while energy market disruptions
have created financial difficulties for Western
consumers [2].

President Xi Jinping's March 2023 visit to Rus-
sia — his first state visit following his third election
as President — attracted significant international
attention during a critical phase of the Ukrainian
crisis. The three-day visit, conducted at the invita-
tion of President Putin, represented the first visit
by a top Chinese leader in over three years and
inaugurated the new Chinese government’s dip-
lomatic approach of «friendship, cooperation and
peace». President Xi expressed confidence that
the visit would yield productive outcomes and
invigorate the Chinese-Russian comprehensive
strategic partnership [9].

According to the Financial Times, EU Foreign
Policy Chief Josep Borrell suggested that the
Xi-Putin meeting reduced the likelihood of nucle-
ar weapons deployment. Borrell indicated that Xi
clearly communicated to Putin that nuclear weap-
ons should not be used in the Ukrainian conflict.
He noted that China has maintained a position of
qualified support toward Russia, refraining from
weapons transfers. Borrell also observed that the
Chinese leader sought to minimize association

with Russia’s military operations while criticizing
China and India for continuing energy purchases
despite sanctions. The EU has encouraged Chi-
na to initiate dialogue with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, insisting that Beijing consid-
er Ukrainian perspectives alongside Russian posi-
tions [13]. Western media subsequently reported
Xi's intention to speak with Zelensky following
the Putin meeting, though the Ukrainian Pres-
ident expressed skepticism regarding Chinese
peace initiatives while desiring direct communi-
cation with Xi [12].

China’s policy toward Eastern European ten-
sions in 2022 was shaped by deteriorating US-China
relations, Taiwan-related tensions, COVID-19 chal-
lenges, and internal political transitions surround-
ing the Communist Party Congress. Beijing's deci-
sion-making regarding Ukraine operated within a
broader geopolitical framework that accounted for
global developments and domestic considerations.

Despite controversial remarks by Chinese Am-
bassador to France Liu Shaye regarding Crimea’s
status in spring 2023 [14], China’s official position
has remained unchanged — emphasizing respect
for sovereignty of all countries, including former
Soviet republics. Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning reaffirmed this stance, emphasizing
China's consistent position respecting sovereign-
ty, independence, and territorial integrity of all na-
tions while supporting UN Charter principles [15].

China does not officially recognize territori-
al changes in Eastern Europe, as confirmed by
Fu Cong, China's Ambassador to the European
Union, who clarified that China does not consider
Crimea and Donbass to be Russian territory and
does not provide military assistance to Russia
[16]. These statements confirm that despite indi-
vidual diplomatic comments, China maintains an
officially neutral position within the framework of
sovereignty and international norms.

China's position on Eastern European region-
al tensions reflects its foreign policy priorities of
non-interference and peaceful coexistence. While
not assuming an active interventionist role, China
advocates for political settlements through diplo-
matic channels while emphasizing the importance
of international law and territorial sovereignty.
China supports UN and OSCE conflict resolution
efforts while opposing unilateral sanctions. Simul-
taneously, Beijing maintains its commitment to
developing economic relations with all regional
actors, including both Ukraine and Russia.

The complex interplay of China’s diplomatic
positioning, economic interests, and great pow-
er relations continues to shape its approach to
Eastern European geopolitical dynamics, with
significant implications for regional stability and
international security architecture.

Regional Diplomatic Relations: Historical
Context and Contemporary Challenges

The ongoing situation between neighboring
states in Eastern Europe has significant long-
term implications for the involved parties and
the broader international community. Finding a
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diplomatic resolution to the complex tensions re-
mains challenging, though pathways to potential
settlement exist despite uncertainty around tim-
ing and likelihood.

Western perspectives characterize one party's
position as interventionist, citing support for sep-
aratist movements and military involvement [17].
The other perspective centers on concerns about
denazification, demilitarization, and alleged viola-
tions of the Minsk agreements, including claims
of civilian targeting in Donetsk and Lugansk re-
gions. This viewpoint also suggests Western me-
dia mischaracterizes the Crimean referendum,
where reportedly over 90% supported territorial
realignment [18]. Additionally, there are assertions
of double standards regarding American military
engagements in various regions that were official-
ly framed as democracy-protection measures [19].

Leadership advocating for a multipolar global
order has indicated that nations including India,
Indonesia, and various Latin American countries
are experiencing resurgence and strengthening
their positions. This represents an «objective
process of forming a multipolar world» where
sovereign equality is prioritized over hierarchical
relationships [20].

British journalist Mark Blacklock suggests that
geopolitical objectives disguised as humanitarian
assistance have led to hasty Western decisions
with significant human costs. He characterizes
Western governmental involvement as a form of
«proxy engagement» designed to diminish re-
gional influence, prioritizing geopolitical interests
over humanitarian concerns [21].

The internal dimensions of this situation re-
flect complex multilayered impacts on public
sentiment, governance structures, and economic
systems. Domestic consequences include political
transformation, societal division, and humanitari-
an challenges. The situation has catalyzed political
evolution, emerging leadership, and increasing so-
cial tensions. The ensuing instability has resulted
in considerable human suffering, including casual-
ties, displacement, and economic hardship.

One party's official stance denies direct in-
volvement, framing actions as protection for ethnic
populations. However, widely held analysis sug-
gests there may be strategic value in prolonged
regional engagement. While this approach poten-
tially preserves influence and regional leverage, it
carries substantial economic and diplomatic costs.

Regional Stabilization Efforts: Internation-
al Perspectives

The United States maintains active diplomat-
ic engagement regarding regional sovereignty
challenges in Eastern Europe. Since 2014, the U.S.
has expressed concerns about territorial chang-
es and supports local governance structures
through economic assistance and security coop-
eration programs. The United States advocates
for broader European integration of the region
and has committed to supporting democratic re-
forms and economic development initiatives in
affected territories.

AJTAM OJIEMI
12 6 | Ne3 (103) 2025, kbIpryiiex

Similarly, the European Union emphasizes
respect for internationally recognized borders in
Eastern Europe. The EU has implemented various
policy measures in response to territorial dis-
putes and remains engaged in multilateral dip-
lomatic channels to promote regional stability.
The European Alliance continues its commitment
to reform processes and regional aspirations for
closer European integration.

In a notable analysis published in Foreign Af-
fairs, scholars Ivo Daadler and James Goldgeier
present a significant perspective on East-West
relations. They suggest that diplomatic tensions
may persist long-term, challenging convention-
al wisdom that all disagreements eventually
reach formal resolution. The authors propose
that current regional tensions could evolve into
prolonged low-intensity engagement without
definitive resolution. They observe that Western
countries have resource limitations affecting their
ability to provide comprehensive assistance, while
also being mindful of escalation risks. Simultane-
ously, they note that opposing regional powers
may face constraints in personnel and equip-
ment that limit operational effectiveness. Based
on these observations, Daadler and Goldgeier
recommend preparing for extended diplomatic
engagement and sustained economic support
for affected regions to maintain territorial integ-
rity. Their analysis underscores the complexity of
achieving regional stability and security [22].

Nobel laureate economist Paul Krugman char-
acterizes the situation as increasingly resembling
a prolonged test of endurance between regional
powers. However, he highlights significant asym-
metry in sustainability factors. Krugman suggests
that international backing provides advantages
to certain parties in long-term scenarios, poten-
tially influencing eventual outcomes [23].

In October 2023, international coordination
efforts intensified when former US President Joe
Biden convened leaders and foreign ministers
from allied nations including Canada, Germany, It-
aly, Japan, Poland, Romania, and the United King-
dom, along with French diplomatic representatives
and senior officials from European institutions and
NATO. Polish President Andrzej Duda confirmed
unanimous agreement on continued regional
support strategies. NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg reaffirmed alliance commitments to
long-term engagement [24]. While the US ap-
proved temporary budget measures to maintain
government operations, specialized regional as-
sistance funding faced procedural delays in Con-
gress, prompting administrative concerns about
timely implementation of support programs [25].

Joint communiqués from US-EU summits re-
garding Eastern European stability notably focus
on economic considerations rather than security
operations [26]. These statements emphasize po-
tential economic vulnerabilities requiring urgent
attention. The only reference to security matters
acknowledges the principle of self-defense while
reaffirming consistent policies on assistance. The
statements highlight cooperation between the US
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and EU to «protect, restore and modernize energy
infrastructure in line with EU standards» [26].

Brussels and Washington advocate for re-
specting internationally recognized boundaries
and addressing damages through appropriate
compensation mechanisms. Summit declarations
primarily concentrate on economic and humani-
tarian dimensions rather than operational securi-
ty matters [26].

Ukraine’s Diplomatic Position in the Ongo-
ing Regional Dispute

Ukraine has received substantial assistance
from Western nations following the commence-
ment of what Russia terms a «special military op-
eration» in February 2022. The parties hold con-
trasting perspectives on the situation’s causes:
Moscow attributes its actions to perceived West-
ern hostility, while Kyiv and its allies characterize
Russia’s motivations differently [27].

Following President Volodymyr Zelensky's
United States visit in late 2023, Ukraine’'s admin-
istration faced increased scrutiny in Western me-
dia. Ukrainian officials expressed concern about
articles discussing alliance tensions and sug-
gesting Western support fatigue. The Ukrainian
leader’'s UN General Assembly address generated
limited response. Some Western publications ap-
peared to be laying groundwork for encouraging
Kyiv toward negotiations that might involve ter-
ritorial considerations. Zelensky acknowledged
that concurrent events in the Middle East were
diverting international attention, potentially ad-
vancing what he perceived as Russian interests
by reducing Ukraine’s prominence in global dis-
course. Nevertheless, he expressed optimism
about regaining focus, citing previous periods
when Ukraine received minimal attention [28].

President Zelensky has consistently main-
tained that Ukraine is not currently interested in
negotiations and has denied assertions of West-
ern pressure. Ukraine’s stated objective remains
the restoration of all territories, including the
peninsula that changed administrative status in
2014, and the complete withdrawal of Russian
military presence [28].

Certain American officials have indicated that
discussions with Ukraine stemmed from Washing-
ton and European capitals’ concerns about the sit-
uation’s prolonged nature and questions regard-
ing sustained Western support capacity [29].

Zelensky has emphasized Ukraine's com-
mitment to territorial integrity and resistance to
using negotiations as leverage for NATO mem-
bership. He assured that Ukraine would neither
sacrifice territory nor accept arrangements that
could result in an unresolved situation [30].

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
noted that current circumstances make immedi-
ate Ukrainian NATO membership impractical. He
highlighted governance concerns that require
addressing (Ukraine submitted its NATO member-
ship application in September 2022) [30]. Presi-
dent Zelensky maintained that NATO membership
represents the optimal security guarantee, while

Moscow expressed reservation about G7 security
assurances for Ukraine, viewing them as potential-
ly compromising Russian security interests.

Ukraine has stated it does not envision host-
ing foreign military contingents until achieving
NATO membership and confirmed no ongoing
discussions regarding Polish troop deployment
on Ukrainian soil [30].

Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba indicated
that Ukrainian diplomacy aims to counterbalance
Russia’s expanding influence by cultivating sup-
port across diverse regions including Eastern Eu-
rope, Africa, the Middle East, and China [31].

During communications with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, President Zelensky noted China's
previous status as Ukraine's leading trade partner
and expressed appreciation for China's position
on sovereignty principles. He voiced concern re-
garding potential disruption to Black Sea agricul-
tural export routes, which had been significant
for Chinese grain imports. Zelensky emphasized
the importance of international pressure to main-
tain these shipping corridors and the inappropri-
ateness of weapons transfers to Russia from any
global actor [32].

The Ukrainian President proposed includ-
ing China and Global South nations in Ukraine's
proposed peace framework to create meaningful
political and economic isolation. He noted that
political isolation typically precipitates economic
and military constraints. Zelensky also referenced
China’s direct communication with Russia re-
garding nuclear rhetoric restraint. He highlighted
Ukraine's progress in implementing its peace ini-
tiative, including engagement with diverse coun-
tries, particularly from the Global South [33].

These statements demonstrate Ukraine’s pur-
suit of international cooperation regarding the
situation, especially concerning strategic Black
Sea export routes. Ukraine underscores the im-
portance of support from invested nations while
expressing concerns about potential arms trans-
fers to Russia.

Conclusion

The regional crisis in Eastern Europe represents
the most significant challenge to continental se-
curity in recent decades, evolving into a complex
military-political confrontation between compet-
ing power blocs that involves a collision of inter-
ests deemed vital by all participants, substantially
reducing prospects for diplomatic resolution. The
defending nation maintains its refusal to engage
in negotiations with the opposing power, rejecting
territorial adjustments while adhering exclusively
to its own proposed «peace framework», which
the other party views as dismissive of their core in-
terests. For the larger power, prolonging the situa-
tion offers considerable strategic advantages, and
despite multiple rounds of economic restrictions,
it continues to weather various losses.

Western powers expressed skepticism re-
garding mediation efforts from Asian diplomatic
channels and insisted on prioritizing the defend-
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ing nation’s position, although renowned inter-
national relations expert G. Kissinger suggested
that participation from major Eastern powers in
negotiation processes could provide the opti-
mal path toward de-escalation [34]. The larger
regional power endorsed these diplomatic ini-
tiatives, considering them aligned with their own
approaches and potentially forming a foundation
for peace discussions when other parties demon-
strate readiness for dialogue.

International economic measures have in-
creased the larger power’'s dependency on its
eastern neighbor, providing it access to energy
markets while redirecting strategic attention from
competing global powers. However, for this east-
ern partner, an indefinite continuation of hostil-
ities remains problematic, as it seeks improved
relations with European nations, enhanced trade
opportunities, and avoidance of confrontation
with Western powers. Supporting its neighbor in
this regional dispute undermines these broader
strategic objectives.

This situation has precipitated the most ex-
tensive geopolitical standoff between competing
power centers since the conclusion of the previous
century’s ideological division. The contested terri-
tory has become an arena where interests of multi-
ple powers intersect, transforming what began as a
localized crisis into a matter of regional and global
significance. The persistent confrontation has re-
sulted in substantial casualties and widespread in-
frastructure damage. It has also generated the most
severe diplomatic crisis between competing power
blocs since the nuclear standoff of the 1960s.

Under current conditions of military and po-
litical antagonism, negotiations may conclude
with either a temporary suspension of hostilities
or superficial agreements, which might appeal to
disadvantaged parties seeking opportunities to
regroup. Proposing effective conflict resolution
models proves challenging, as successful reso-
lution fundamentally requires genuine willing-
ness from all parties to engage constructively.
The territorial acquisitions provide economic and
strategic advantages to the larger power, includ-
ing maritime control and resource access. These
benefits reduce incentives for conflict resolution,
as continuation serves certain strategic interests.

Addressing such complex situations neces-
sitates collaborative efforts among international
stakeholders, as outcomes significantly impact
security and stability across both regional and
global contexts.
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