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Қоғамдық сана және оның синонимдері: әдеби шолу

Аннотация. Қазіргі таңдағы жаһандық құбылыстар мен жаңа технологиялық тәртіп шарт-
тарында қоғамның қоғамдық санасын қалыптастыру мен дамыту мәселесі өзекті болып табы-
лады. Адами ресурстар мемлекеттің ерекше әлеуеті болғандықтан қоғамның қоғамдық сана-
сын дамыту маңызды саналады. Ұлттық дамудың барлық қырларының өркендеуі жолындағы 
ұлттың сапасы мен әдебін қалыптастыру барысында халыққа ізгілік пен адамгершілік нормала-
рын сіңдіру қажет. Осылайша негізгі әлеуметтік институттар арқылы тиімді әлеуметтендірудің 
негізі қаланады. Бұл үшін қоғамдық сананың дамуы өте маңызды және осы даму жолына әр 
адам қатысуы тиіс. Сонымен бірге, халықтың, қоғамның дамуы мен шешімдер қабылдауға 
қатысуы олардың мемлекетпен ынтымақтастығы сезімін береді. Мұндай ахуал мемлекеттің 
тұрақты дамуына түрткі болатындығы анық. Берілген мақалада қоғамдық сана және оның 
синонимдеріне әдеби шолу жасалады. Синонимдер ретінде «social consciousness», «public 
awareness», «public conscience» және «social conscience» түсініктері алынып, әр ұғымға талдау 
жасалды. Түсініктер бойынша ең алғаш жарияланған және соңғы жылдары жарық көрген 
тұжырымдарға мән берілді.

Түйін сөздер: рухани жаңғыру, қоғамдық сана, әлеуметтік (қоғамдық) сана, қоғамның ха-
бардар болуы, әлеуметтік ғылымдар, өнер және гуманитарлық ғылымдар.
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ABSTRACT
The problem of the formation and development of public 
consciousness of society is relevant in the context of modern 
global phenomena and a new technological order. Since human 
resources are a special potential of the state, it is important to 
develop the public consciousness of society. It is necessary to 
instill in people the norms of benevolence and humanism in 
shaping the quality and ethics of the nation for the prosperity of 
all aspects of national development. Thus, the foundation is laid 
for effective socialization through the main social institutions. 
For this, the development of public consciousness is very 
important and everyone should be involved in this development. 
At the same time, the development of the population, society 
and their participation in decision-making gives them a sense 
of cooperation with the state. It is clear that such a situation 
will contribute to the sustainable development of the country. In 
this article presents a literary review of public consciousness and 
its synonyms. The concepts of “social consciousness”, “public 
awareness”, “public conscience” and “social conscience” were 
taken as synonyms and was analyzed each concept. Conceptually, 
attention was paid to the results that were published for the first 
time and published in recent years.
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Общественное сознание и его синонимы: литературный обзор

Аннотация. Проблема формирования и развития общественного сознания общества 
актуальна в условиях современных глобальных явлений и нового технологического уклада. 
Поскольку человеческие ресурсы - это особый потенциал государства, важно развивать 
общественное сознание. Необходимо прививать людям нормы доброжелательности 
и гуманизма в формировании качества и этики нации для процветания всех аспектов 
национального развития. Таким образом, закладывается фундамент для эффективной 
социализации через основные социальные институты. Для этого очень важен развитие 
общественного сознания и каждый должен быть вовлечен в это развитие. В то же время 
развитие населения, общества и их участие в принятии решений дает им ощущение 
сотрудничества с государством. Понятно, что такая ситуация будет способствовать 
устойчивому развитию страны. В статье представлен литературный обзор общественного 
сознания и его синонимов. Понятия «social consciousness», «public awareness», «public 
conscience» и «social conscience» были взяты как синонимы и проанализировали каждое 
понятие. В концептуальном плане внимание было уделено результатам, которые были 
опубликованы впервые и опубликованы в последние годы.

Ключевые слова: духовная модернизация, общественное сознание, социальное 
сознание, осведомленность общественности, социальные науки, искусство и гуманитарные 
науки.

Introduction

In general, foreign scientists along 
with the concept of “spiritual moderniza-
tion” (Kazakh: “рухани жаңғыру”; Russian: 
“духовная модернизация”) widely use 
the concept of “spiritual renewal” (Kazakh: 
“рухани жаңарту”; Russian: “духовное 
обновление”) and “spiritual revival” (Ka-
zakh: “рухани жаңару, өрлеу”; Russian: 
“духовное возрождение”). When defining 
the category of “spiritual modernization”, 
we observed a great use of the concept of 
“spiritual renewal”. For example, on the ba-
sis of Scopus, 4 literatures were found that 
used the concept of “spiritual moderniza-
tion” and the concept of “spiritual renew-
al” was used by 106 studies in the field of 
arts and humanities, 52 in social sciences. 
Accordingly, “spiritual revival” in arts and 
humanities - 35, in social sciences - 26. The 
problems of spiritual modernization were 
viewed as a revolutionary form [1], in the 
context of the war influence [2] and on the 
issues of spiritual modernization of student 
youth [3]. It should be noted that the con-
cept of “spiritual modernization” was first 
used by Scopus in 2009. After the intro-
duction of the Rukhani Zhangyru program 
in Kazakhstan domestic scientists began to 
publish research results on these issues. In 

general, it seems to us that the research 
data was published in Kazakh and Russian 
languages. The thing is that the number of 
studies on this issue published in journals 
indexed by Scopus reaches 3 [4; 5; 6].

1979 was the first time the concept of 
“spiritual renewal” was used, where the 
authors defined intellectual, physical or 
spiritual renewal through exercises related 
to reading [7]. It should be noted that most 
of the research is related to religion [8; 9; 
10]. More modern research examines the 
issues of secularization and post-secularity 
[11], the influence of Greek spirituality 
on Russian culture [12], etc. Bowpitt [13] 
defines 1998 charity as an instrument 
of spiritual revival. Rzepa [14, p. 89-136] 
examines the spiritual revival brought by 
the World War 1 and its impact on the 
religious and political discourse of the 
interwar period.

Therefore, it is very important to highlight 
the concept of public consciousness and 
its synonyms. For this, we introduced 
such concepts as “social consciousness” 
(Kazakh: “әлеуметтік (қоғамдық) сана”; 
Russian: “социальное (общественное) 
сознание”), “public awareness” (Kazakh: 
“қоғамның хабардар болуы”; Russian: 
“осведомленность общественности”), 
“public conscience” (Kazakh: “қоғамдық 
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сана”; Russian: “общественное сознание”) 
and “social conscience” (Kazakh: “қоғамдық 
сана”; Russian: “общественное сознание”) 
which are interrelated. We want to 
determine the quantitative and qualitative 
level of the use of these words in scientific 
literature. We would also like to know what 
problems these concepts are used to solve.

Methodology

Empirical research data consists of 
theoretical and practical work on the 
problem. For this we used data from 
Scopus materials. 1) Comparative analysis 
made it possible to clarify the meaning 

and characteristics of the concept under 
study. 2) The method of historical analysis 
of the research helped to determine the 
genesis of the concept. 3) The method of 
systems analysis made it possible to obtain 
a detailed explanation of the subject of 
research. 4) The method of structural 
analysis helped to determine the current 
state of public consciousness. The study 
took into account the theoretical concepts 
of several scientists.

During the study of the problem we 
found these materials (Table 1). In order to 
clarify the data obtained, we divided into 
areas social sciences, arts and humanities.

Table 1 - Public consciousness and its synonyms*

Social sciences Arts and humanities
public consciousness 555 341
social consciousness 489 303

public awareness 2861 634
public conscience 66 34
social conscience 143 99

*Source: Scopus data from 06 September 2021.

Public Consciousness and Social 
Consciousness: Main Research Problems

In general, the English concepts Public 
and Social are used interchangeably and 
have similar meanings. This is a sign that the 
concepts of Public and Social are common.

The first mention of public 
consciousness was in 1960 and Weaver [15] 
identified it with the accomplishments of 
higher education. According to the author, 
public consciousness is a serious national 
concern. In the 60s of the last century, 
the unexpected results of social and 
technological change are characterized 
by a change in the environment. Although 
these questions were raised sixty years 
ago, they are stillactual and modern 
technological changes are even more 
dangerous. Therefore, the creation of 
the desired environment depends on the 
public consciousness of citizens and their 
reasonable concern [16].

The following aspects of public 
consciousness are covered in scientific 
literature (in 2021):

- youth discourses and practices of 
resistance [17];

- psychologisation of counter-
extremism [18];

- economy and society in COVID 
pandemic (here the author indicates many 
latent tendencies, tensions and divisions 
which shows public consciousness) [19];

- capitalness in both public 
consciousness (authors argue, that the 
capital is also an important element that 
affecting the relations between the Center 
and the Periphery and the regional policy 
of the country) [20];

- problems of geo-eco-ideology 
in the modern world (according to the 
authors, geo-eco-ideology, as a result of 
modern public consciousness determines 
the ecological state, ecological political 
sovereignty, justice and responsibility) [21, 
p. 213–225];

- on the problem of European 
parties and political groups (the authors 
demonstrate that they play an invisible role 
in the public consciousness of the member 
states) [22, p. 251-265];

Nassimov M. 
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- cultural heritage of a poster (the 
author proves the role of the poster in the 
formation of public consciousness and its 
powerful influence on public opinion) [23].

During the analysis, we noticed that the 
concept of “Public consciousness” is often 
used by scientists from the post-Soviet space. 
This category is very rarely used by foreign 
authors in their scientific publications.

We noticed that the concept of “social 
consciousness” was studied earlier than 
“public consciousness”. This is the first 
time Hodge is conducting research, and 
its subject is education. Hodge, examining 
the development of social consciousness 
in Sunday school, comes to the 
conclusion that social consciousness is the 
consciousness of an individual. According 
to the scientist, the individual should avoid 
self-centered and irreligiousness [24]. In 
addition, it is very noticeable that the 
early studies were mainly concerned with 
educational problems:

- on the necessity for a scientific study of 
social consciousness in education (Boston 
meeting of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science) [25];

- on the role of the school as a means of 
developing social consciousness and social 
ideals in children [26];

- rating school behavior and 
attitudes in the elementary school [27].

In 2021, 36 studies examined the problem 
of social consciousness. Soman [28] argues 
that social consciousness is shaped by moral 
and political hegemonic power structures. 
This could mean that power can influence 
our social consciousness. Social networks, 
which have firmly entered the life of people 
and a unique phenomenon of the twenty-
first century, also affects the common social 
consciousness. Mar García-de los Salmones, 
Herrero and Martínez [29] argue that social 
consciousness influences the usefulness of 
information and attitudes towards behavior. 
The most important thing in social networks 
is information. According to members of 
society, information from social networks 
can have a negative or positive effect on 
mood, information from social networks 
can help or not a person’s development, or 
some are sure that viewing information and 
communicating on the Internet does not 
affect people in any way.

Public Awareness and its Main 
Problems

Social dialogue and public awareness 
should always be a priority for the 
authorities. Many techniques and methods 
can be used to inform the public, raise 
public awareness. For example, scientists 
noted that in addition to immediate 
self-isolation during COVID-19, public 
awareness of the symptoms of COVID-19 
is an effective measure to prevent the 
spread of the epidemic.

Among the earliest publications on 
the concept of public awareness are 
Bell’s works on the mental measurements 
in education. Bell [30] emphasizes the 
need to raise public awareness of the 
practical value of mental measurements in 
education. In another Bell’s [31] scientific 
work, focusing on public awareness of the 
reliability of the use of mental tests and the 
need to supplement them with tests and 
scales in every high school subject reveals 
a clearer picture.

Until the 60s of the last century, the 
concept of public awareness was mainly 
considered in psychology and law. For 
example, Clausen et al. [32] considers the 
problem in the context of mental health. 
Public awareness of how to combat 
organized crime can lead to effective 
law enforcement [33]. The effectiveness 
of law enforcement is understood as the 
achievement of goals by a specific legal 
norm, institution of law, branch of law, 
through the issuance of law enforcement 
acts on the basis of compliance with the 
principles of law enforcement and ensuring 
their real implementation. Larmon [34] 
calling for public awareness, responsibility 
and action points to a rapid rise in crime 
rates. Here the question of the moral norms 
of society is already relevant. Moral norms 
are similar to legal norms. The thing is that 
they play the role of the main mechanism 
by which formed human behavior.

During the research, we were interested 
in what topics with the keyword “Public 
awareness” scientific results were published 
in 2021:

- disclosure of environmental 
information (promotion of public 
awareness helps to strengthen information 
disclosure on various environmental 
problems in the region) [35];

Public Consciousness and its Synonyms: a Literature Review
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- investigative journalism as a subject 
of impact on journalism (authors disclose 
policy changes from public awareness and 
dialogue) [36];

- misinformation on social media 
(public awareness was negatively impacted 
by social media posts that disseminated 
false information) [37];

- active involvement of fathers in child-
rearing (the authors argue that there is a 
necessary to raise public awareness of the 
role of the father and his inclusion in all 
aspects of family life) [38];

- educational attainment (according to 
the authors, formal education increases 
public awareness and concern) [39];

- cybercrime with industrial espionage 
(public awareness can positively impact 
the prevention of industrial espionage and 
online crime) [40];

- knowledge, attitudes and precautions 
regarding fatal diseases (e.g. COVID-19, 
where medical students can play an 
important role in increasing public awareness 
of precautions against the virus) [41].

As can be seen from this analysis, 
scientists are considering this problem 
from different angles. Possibilities for 
solving environmental problems are closely 
related to the availability of environmental 
information. The environmental policy 
of the state ensures the exercise of the 
rights of citizens to a healthy environment 
through the development of environmental 
legislation, including the issue of free access 
to environmental information. Investigative 
journalism as an activity of collecting and 
interpreting information characterizes a 
systematic and long-term study of the 
problem. These investigations are usually 
devoted to high-profile crimes and 
various scandals, the activities of famous 
organizations, etc. False information has 
always existed. Misinformation always leads 
to manipulation of public consciousness. 
Therefore, when disseminating information 
on social networks, each member of society 
should think about whether it is reliably or 
not. The role of the father in the upbringing 
of children is of great importance. The 
father is also the bearer of social norms 
and requirements in relation to the child. 
Therefore, fathers are not only breadwinners 
in the family, they must take an active 
part in the process of raising children 
and developing them as individuals. The 

educational attainment should be always 
be higher. Schools that provide secondary 
education and higher education should 
provide a set of knowledge, skills and values 
that will be useful to a person in later life. 
Cybercrime in the global world is becoming 
large scale. It is no secret to anyone, 
today an attentive and careful attitude to 
your credentials and personal data can 
also significantly contribute to protection 
from intruders. Knowledge, attitudes and 
precautions regarding each issue also affect 
public consciousness.

Public Conscience and Social 
Conscience: Main Research Problems

In science, along with the category of 
public consciousness is also used public 
conscience and social conscience. In 1931 
Foster measures public conscience and 
common-carriers [42]. Scandals of various 
types always give rise to public conscious-
ness and undermine their position in soci-
ety. For example, the uproar with the po-
lice caused a public outcry and diminished 
public confidence [43]. Ashby and Ander-
son have always used public conscience 
in their research, for example, on the pro-
tection of the environment from pollution 
[44] and the smoke abatement [45]. This 
shows the universality of the concept of 
public conscience.

In recent years, researchers have con-
sidered such problems associated with 
public conscience:

- public intellectual life conception 
(appeal to the public conscience of 
intellectuals) [46];

- creative destruction and social (re) 
construction of heritage (author argue 
about the impact of war, terrorist attacks 
and climate change on public conscience) 
[47];

- research work of the scientific society 
(study awakens public conscience, gives 
impetus to social development) [48];

- religious freedom (essence of public 
conscience, private equality and public 
reason) [49];

- civil-military cooperation (entrench 
of various movements in the public 
conscience) [50, p. 549-563];

All scientists live a social intellectual life. 
Their scientific works should be worked 
out in the preparation of their hypotheses 
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and should be useful to society and the 
state. Creative destruction is everyone’s 
constructive, originative work. He 
continuously removes every structure, 
destroys the old system and creates a new 
one. And all this is interconnected with the 
research work of the scientific community.

Peabody [51], in his 1909 work, connects 
social consciousness with religious life. 
According to the author: “Religious 
education, it may be said, deals with the 
child, the individual, the Church; social duty 
deals with the community, the industrial 
order, the State. Religious education leads 
to a better knowledge of God; social duty 
leads to a better service of man” [51, p. 1]. 
It should be noted here, that social duty is 
a duty to society, following the moral values 
of society. Day [52], in his pedagogical 
opinions, examines the evolution of social 
conscience using the example of small 
boy’s newspapers. According to the author, 
the environment is important here and he 
is not helpless, his creations are associated 
with his social development. Troncoso [53] 
argues, that constitutions where there is 
social content reflects social conscience. 
In our opinion, social content allows you 
to develop skills, improve competence, 
develop personal qualities and creative 
individuality, activating the process of 
personal development.

Of course, we were interested in what 
topics have been raised with the problem 
of social conscience in recent years:

- poetics of resistance (poetic works 
show ideological dissent with different 
problems) [54];

- social support (mobilization of 
voluntary social helpers) [55];

- social justice and sustainable 
development (social conscience mobilizes 
different movements that agitating for 
social change) [56, p. 1-18];

- role of social entrepreneurship for 
youth purpose development (social 
entrepreneurship contributes to social 
conscience) [57];

- relationship between social 
entrepreneurship, education and work 
(social conscience is formed by new sites 
of education) [58].

Every creative person has his own 
resistance and his technique can be 
supported by an ideological task. The 
policy of resistance occurs for various 

reasons. Creative resistance always occurs 
by demanding the values of modern 
society from the author. Social support 
doesn’t have to be direct, as in the form 
of pensions or benefits to the poor, but 
there can be various indirect forms as in 
the volunteer assistance in household 
matters. In addition, in higher education to 
paying attention to education and science, 
it is also necessary to turn to social support 
for students. This can be in the form of 
creating an environment for sports (fitness 
rooms), art, etc. for personal development 
in their free time from study. Social justice 
and sustainable development should 
always be focus on the person. Humanity 
has achieved colossal results in science 
and technology, but most people continue 
to live in frightening conditions. Therefore, 
it is very important to create spiritual, 
cultural, social, economic and political 
conditions for life, which guarantees the 
realization of the potential of members of 
society. Social entrepreneurship is aimed 
at solving social problems and its main 
features are social impact, innovativeness 
and financial sustainability.

Conclusion

The study shows that the future of every 
country and society is closely related to 
the formation of public consciousness. Of 
course, it is impossible to analyze public 
consciousness and its synonyms in one 
article. In general, scientists from post-Soviet 
countries use the English equivalents of some 
words in their own way. For example, the 
concept of “National consciousness” (Kazakh: 
“ұлттық сана”; Russian: “национальное 
сознание”) by foreign scientists often 
studied using the concept of “National 
identity” (Kazakh: “ұлттық бірегейлік”; 
Russian: “национальная идентичность”). In 
this case, the main difference may be the use 
of the concept of public consciousness.

The worldview in the public consciousness 
contributes to the formation of a person’s 
spiritual needs. The 21st century has led to 
historical changes in worldview paradigms 
in the development of public consciousness. 
The worldview of a person in a globalized 
social space is associated with public 
consciousness. Many factors in society and 
the environment influence the formation of 
a worldview. For example, upheavals in social 
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systems causing political, ideological, moral 
and ethical, national crises change the lives 
of people and their public consciousness. 
Therefore, in order to determine the place of 
the worldview in the public consciousness, 
it is necessary to look for a way out of the 
spiritual crisis. We also consider it important 
to develop a set of measures aimed at 
reducing the spiritual crisis.

Humanitarian sciences a special place 
in changing public consciousness, since 
they shape a person’s view of the world. 
The peculiarity of humanitarian education 
is that it is aimed at finding the inner 
spiritual world of each person. This shows 
that all areas of humanitarian education 
are filled with worldview ideas. By public 
consciousness, we mean the consciousness 
of the individual formed in society and 
the system of social rules and principles. 
Public consciousness is characterized by its 
relativity, historicity, continuity of opinions 
and influence on citizens. Consequently, 
the development of worldview, knowledge, 
actions, social behavior, legal views, social 
life and human culture consists in the 
formation of these principles of social 
consciousness.
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