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PUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS AND ITS SYNONYMS:
A LITERATURE REVIEW

M.O. Nassimov

ABSTRACT

The problem of the formation and development of public
consciousness of society is relevant in the context of modern
global phenomena and a new technological order. Since human
resources are a special potential of the state, it is important to
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develop the public consciousness of society. It is necessary to
instill in people the norms of benevolence and humanism in
shaping the quality and ethics of the nation for the prosperity of
all aspects of national development. Thus, the foundation is laid
for effective socialization through the main social institutions.
For this, the development of public consciousness is very
important and everyone should be involved in this development.
At the same time, the development of the population, society
and their participation in decision-making gives them a sense
of cooperation with the state. It is clear that such a situation
will contribute to the sustainable development of the country. In
this article presents a literary review of public consciousness and
its synonyms. The concepts of “social consciousness”, “public
awareness”, “public conscience” and “social conscience” were
taken as synonyms and was analyzed each concept. Conceptually,
attention was paid to the results that were published for the first
time and published in recent years.
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K,OFaMAI:IK CaHa )X9He OHbIH, cvmouum,qepi: a,qe6u wony

AnHomayus. Ka3sipri Tangafbl XkahaHablK KyOblnbiCTap MeH >KaHa TEXHONOTUANbIK TOPTIMN LWapT-
TapblHAA KOFaMHbIH KOFaMAblK CaHACbIH Ka/bINTacTblpy MEH AaMbITy Macesieci ©3eKTi 60/bin Tabbl-
nagbl. AjaMu pecypctap MeMAeKeTTiH epekLue aeyeTi boaFaHAblIKTaH KOFaMHbIH KOFaMAbIK caHa-
CblH AaMbITy MaHbI3Zbl CaHanazbl. ¥ATTbIK AaMyablH 6apablk KblpaapbiHbIH ©PKEHAEYI XONbIHAAFbI
VITTbIH Canacbl MeH 9ebiH KanbinTacTblpy 6apblCbiHAA XasblKKa i3rilik NeH agaMrepLuinik Hopmana-
pbiH CiHAipy KaxeT. OcblnarLla Heri3ri an1eyMeTTiK MHCTUTYTTap apKblibl TUIMZAI 91eyMeTTeHAIPYAIH,
Heri3i kanaHagpbl. by ywWiH KOFaMAblk, CaHaHbIH, AaMybl ©Te MaHbl3bl X8He OCbl AaMy >KOJblHa dp
agam katbicybl TMic. COHbIMEH Bipre, XanblKTblH, KOFaMHbIH AaMybl MeH Liellimaep Kabbingayfa
KaTbICybl ONapAblH, MEMAEKETNEH bIHTbIMaKTaCTbIfbl Ce3iMiH bepegi. MyHAal axyan MEMAEKETTIH,
TypaKTbl AamybiHa TYPTKi 6onaTbiHAbIFbI aHbIK. bepinreH Makanaga KofamAblK CaHa XKOHEe OHbIH,
CUHOHMMZAEpPiHE 9aebu wony xacanaabl. CUHOHUMAeP peTiHAe «social consciousness», «public
awareness», «public conscience» xaHe «social conscience» TyCiHIKTEpi anbiHbIM, 8P yFbIMFfa Tanjay
acangbl. TyCiHikTep GOMbIHLIA €H anfall XapusanaHfaH XKAHEe COHFbl XblAZapbl XapblK KepreH
TYXbIpbIMAApPFa MaH 6epingi.

TyliiH ce30ep: pyxaH XaHFblpy, KOFaMAbIK CaHa, deyMeTTIK (KOFamAplk) caHa, KOFaMHbIH Xa-
b6apaap 60nybl, d1€YMETTIK FblNbIMAAP, OHEP XIHE ryMaHUTap/bIK FblibIMAAP.
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O6uwecTBeHHOE CO3HaHME U ero CMHOHUMBbI: INTepaTypHbIi 0630p

AnHomayus. Tpobaema GopmMupoBaHMs 1 Pa3BUTUA OBLLECTBEHHOTO CO3HaHMs obLiecTBa
aKTya/lbHa B YC/IOBUAX COBPEMEHHbIX 106a/bHbIX ABEHUIA 1 HOBOFO TEXHONOIMUYECKOro yKaasa.
MockonbKy YenoBeyeckme pecypcbl - 3TO OCOObIV MOTeHLMan rocyaapcrBa, BaXHO pa3BuBaTb
oblectBeHHOe Co3HaHWe. HeobxoaMMo npuBMBaTL NOAAM  HOPMbl  A0OpOXKenaTenbHOCTU
M rymaHu3mMa B GOPMMPOBAHMM KayecTBa M 3TUKW Hauuwu ANs NpOLBeTaHWs BCeX acnekToB
HalMoHanbHOrO pa3BuTus. Takum obpa3oM, 3aknazbiBaetca odyHAameHT ans 3bdekTMBHOM
coumanunzaLn Yepes OCHOBHblE COLMa/bHble WHCTUTYTbI. [N 3TOr0O OYeHb BaXKeH pa3BuTME
06LLEeCTBEHHOTO CO3HaHNA U KaXAbl AO/KeH ObiTb BOBJAEUEH B 3TO pasBuTue. B To e Bpems
pa3BuTME HaceneHus, obliecTBa M WX y4vacTMe B MPUHATMU PeLUeHWn JaeT UM OoLylieHne
COTpYyfAHUYeCTBa C rOCYyAapCTBOM. [lOHATHO, 4TO Takas cuTyauma OyaeT cnocobcTBoBaThb
YCTOMYMBOMY Pa3BUTUIO CTpaHbl. B cTaTbe npeactaBiaeH antepaTypHbIi 0630p 06LLEeCTBEHHOIO
CO3HaHWA W ero cMHOHMMOB. [MoHATMA «social consciousness», «public awareness», «public
conscience» u «social conscience» 6biAn B3ATbl Kak CMHOHWUMbI WU MpPOaHanN3npPOBan Kaxzaoe
noHaTve. B KoHLeNTyanbHOM nnaHe BHMMaHwe 6bl10 yAeneHO pesynbTaTtam, KOTopble 6biiu
onybankoBaHbl BriepBble 1 0nybAnKOBaHbl B MOCAeAHME TOAbl.

Knroyeevie cnoea: pyxoBHas MoOAepHM3aumsa, oOLLeCTBEHHOe CO3HaHWe, couunanbHoe
CO3HaHWe, 0CBEAOMNEHHOCTb OBLLLECTBEHHOCTY, CoLMabHble HayKu, NCKYCCTBO U TyMaHWTapHble

HayKw.
Introduction

In general, foreign scientists along
with the concept of “spiritual moderniza-
tion” (Kazakh: “pyxaHu >xanFbipy”; Russian:
"ayxoBHas MogepHusauma”) widely use
the concept of “spiritual renewal” (Kazakh:
"pyxaHu >xaHapTy”; Russian: “ayxoBHoe
obHoBneHne") and “spiritual revival” (Ka-
zakh: "pyxaHu >xaHapy, epney”; Russian:
"nyxoBHoe Bo3poxgeHune”). When defining
the category of “spiritual modernization”,
we observed a great use of the concept of
"spiritual renewal”. For example, on the ba-
sis of Scopus, 4 literatures were found that
used the concept of “spiritual moderniza-
tion” and the concept of “spiritual renew-
al” was used by 106 studies in the field of
arts and humanities, 52 in social sciences.
Accordingly, “spiritual revival” in arts and
humanities - 35, in social sciences - 26. The
problems of spiritual modernization were
viewed as a revolutionary form [1], in the
context of the war influence [2] and on the
issues of spiritual modernization of student
youth [3]. It should be noted that the con-
cept of “spiritual modernization” was first
used by Scopus in 2009. After the intro-
duction of the Rukhani Zhangyru program
in Kazakhstan domestic scientists began to
publish research results on these issues. In

general, it seems to us that the research
data was published in Kazakh and Russian
languages. The thing is that the number of
studies on this issue published in journals
indexed by Scopus reaches 3 [4; 5; 6].

1979 was the first time the concept of
"spiritual renewal” was used, where the
authors defined intellectual, physical or
spiritual renewal through exercises related
to reading [7]. It should be noted that most
of the research is related to religion [8; 9;
10]. More modern research examines the
issues of secularization and post-secularity
[11], the influence of Greek spirituality
on Russian culture [12], etc. Bowpitt [13]
defines 1998 charity as an instrument
of spiritual revival. Rzepa [14, p. 89-136]
examines the spiritual revival brought by
the World War 1 and its impact on the
religious and political discourse of the
interwar period.

Therefore, itis veryimportant to highlight
the concept of public consciousness and
its synonyms. For this, we introduced
such concepts as “social consciousness”
(Kazakh: "aneymetTik (kOofamablk) caHa”;
Russian: “couuanbHoe (06LLECTBEHHOE)
co3HaHue"), "public awareness” (Kazakh:
"KOfaMHbIH, xabapgap 6osybl”; Russian:
"0CBelOMIEHHOCTb obLecTBeHHOCTH"),
"public conscience” (Kazakh: “kofamgpik
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caHa”; Russian: “obLiecTBeHHOE CO3HaHMe")
and “social conscience” (Kazakh: “Kofamaplk,
caHa”; Russian: “obliectBeHHOE CO3HaHMe")
which are interrelated. We want to
determine the quantitative and qualitative
level of the use of these words in scientific
literature. We would also like to know what
problems these concepts are used to solve.

Methodology

Empirical research data consists of
theoretical and practical work on the
problem. For this we used data from
Scopus materials. 1) Comparative analysis
made it possible to clarify the meaning

and characteristics of the concept under
study. 2) The method of historical analysis
of the research helped to determine the
genesis of the concept. 3) The method of
systems analysis made it possible to obtain
a detailed explanation of the subject of
research. 4) The method of structural
analysis helped to determine the current
state of public consciousness. The study
took into account the theoretical concepts
of several scientists.

During the study of the problem we
found these materials (Table 1). In order to
clarify the data obtained, we divided into
areas social sciences, arts and humanities.

Table 1 - Public consciousness and its synonyms*

Social sciences Arts and humanities
public consciousness 555 341
social consciousness 489 303
public awareness 2861 634
public conscience 66 34
social conscience 143 99
*Source: Scopus data from 06 September 2027.

Public Consciousness and Social
Consciousness: Main Research Problems

In general, the English concepts Public
and Social are used interchangeably and
have similar meanings. This is a sign that the
concepts of Public and Social are common.

The  first mention of  public
consciousness was in 1960 and Weaver [15]
identified it with the accomplishments of
higher education. According to the author,
public consciousness is a serious national
concern. In the 60s of the last century,
the unexpected results of social and
technological change are characterized
by a change in the environment. Although
these questions were raised sixty years
ago, they are stillactual and modern
technological changes are even more
dangerous. Therefore, the creation of
the desired environment depends on the
public consciousness of citizens and their
reasonable concern [16].

The following aspects
consciousness are covered
literature (in 2021):
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of public
in scientific

- youth discourses and practices of
resistance [17];

- psychologisation  of
extremism [18];

- economy and society in COVID
pandemic (here the author indicates many
latent tendencies, tensions and divisions
which shows public consciousness) [19];

- capitalness in  both  public
consciousness (authors argue, that the
capital is also an important element that
affecting the relations between the Center
and the Periphery and the regional policy
of the country) [20];

- problems of geo-eco-ideology
in the modern world (according to the
authors, geo-eco-ideology, as a result of
modern public consciousness determines
the ecological state, ecological political
sovereignty, justice and responsibility) [21,
p. 213-225];

- on the problem of European
parties and political groups (the authors
demonstrate that they play an invisible role
in the public consciousness of the member
states) [22, p. 251-265];

counter-
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- cultural heritage of a poster (the
author proves the role of the poster in the
formation of public consciousness and its
powerful influence on public opinion) [23].

During the analysis, we noticed that the
concept of “Public consciousness” is often
used by scientists from the post-Soviet space.
This category is very rarely used by foreign
authors in their scientific publications.

We noticed that the concept of “social
consciousness” was studied earlier than
“public consciousness”. This is the first
time Hodge is conducting research, and
its subject is education. Hodge, examining
the development of social consciousness
in  Sunday school, comes to the
conclusion that social consciousness is the
consciousness of an individual. According
to the scientist, the individual should avoid
self-centered and irreligiousness [24]. In
addition, it is very noticeable that the
early studies were mainly concerned with
educational problems:

- on the necessity for a scientific study of
social consciousness in education (Boston
meeting of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science) [25];

- on the role of the school as a means of
developing social consciousness and social
ideals in children [26];

- rating school behavior and
attitudes in the elementary school [27].

In2021, 36 studies examined the problem
of social consciousness. Soman [28] argues
that social consciousness is shaped by moral
and political hegemonic power structures.
This could mean that power can influence
our social consciousness. Social networks,
which have firmly entered the life of people
and a unique phenomenon of the twenty-
first century, also affects the common social
consciousness. Mar Garcia-de los Salmones,
Herrero and Martinez [29] argue that social
consciousness influences the usefulness of
information and attitudes towards behavior.
The most important thing in social networks
is information. According to members of
society, information from social networks
can have a negative or positive effect on
mood, information from social networks
can help or not a person’s development, or
some are sure that viewing information and
communicating on the Internet does not
affect people in any way.

Public Awareness and its Main
Problems

Social dialogue and public awareness
should always be a priority for the
authorities. Many techniques and methods
can be used to inform the public, raise
public awareness. For example, scientists
noted that in addition to immediate
self-isolation during COVID-19, public
awareness of the symptoms of COVID-19
is an effective measure to prevent the
spread of the epidemic.

Among the earliest publications on
the concept of public awareness are
Bell's works on the mental measurements
in education. Bell [30] emphasizes the
need to raise public awareness of the
practical value of mental measurements in
education. In another Bell's [31] scientific
work, focusing on public awareness of the
reliability of the use of mental tests and the
need to supplement them with tests and
scales in every high school subject reveals
a clearer picture.

Until the 60s of the last century, the
concept of public awareness was mainly
considered in psychology and law. For
example, Clausen et al. [32] considers the
problem in the context of mental health.
Public awareness of how to combat
organized crime can lead to effective
law enforcement [33]. The effectiveness
of law enforcement is understood as the
achievement of goals by a specific legal
norm, institution of law, branch of law,
through the issuance of law enforcement
acts on the basis of compliance with the
principles of law enforcement and ensuring
their real implementation. Larmon [34]
calling for public awareness, responsibility
and action points to a rapid rise in crime
rates. Here the question of the moral norms
of society is already relevant. Moral norms
are similar to legal norms. The thing is that
they play the role of the main mechanism
by which formed human behavior.

During the research, we were interested
in what topics with the keyword “Public
awareness” scientific results were published
in 2021:

- disclosure  of  environmental
information  (promotion  of  public
awareness helps to strengthen information
disclosure on various environmental
problems in the region) [35];
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- investigative journalism as a subject
of impact on journalism (authors disclose
policy changes from public awareness and
dialogue) [36];

- misinformation on social media
(public awareness was negatively impacted
by social media posts that disseminated
false information) [37];

- active involvement of fathers in child-
rearing (the authors argue that there is a
necessary to raise public awareness of the
role of the father and his inclusion in all
aspects of family life) [38];

- educational attainment (according to
the authors, formal education increases
public awareness and concern) [39];

- cybercrime with industrial espionage
(public awareness can positively impact
the prevention of industrial espionage and
online crime) [40];

- knowledge, attitudes and precautions
regarding fatal diseases (e.g. COVID-19,
where medical students can play an
important role in increasing public awareness
of precautions against the virus) [41].

As can be seen from this analysis,
scientists are considering this problem
from different angles. Possibilities for
solving environmental problems are closely
related to the availability of environmental
information. The environmental policy
of the state ensures the exercise of the
rights of citizens to a healthy environment
through the development of environmental
legislation, including the issue of free access
to environmental information. Investigative
journalism as an activity of collecting and
interpreting information characterizes a
systematic and long-term study of the
problem. These investigations are usually
devoted to high-profile crimes and
various scandals, the activities of famous
organizations, etc. False information has
always existed. Misinformation always leads
to manipulation of public consciousness.
Therefore, when disseminating information
on social networks, each member of society
should think about whether it is reliably or
not. The role of the father in the upbringing
of children is of great importance. The
father is also the bearer of social norms
and requirements in relation to the child.
Therefore, fathers are not only breadwinners
in the family, they must take an active
part in the process of raising children
and developing them as individuals. The
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educational attainment should be always
be higher. Schools that provide secondary
education and higher education should
provide a set of knowledge, skills and values
that will be useful to a person in later life.
Cybercrime in the global world is becoming
large scale. It is no secret to anyone,
today an attentive and careful attitude to
your credentials and personal data can
also significantly contribute to protection
from intruders. Knowledge, attitudes and
precautions regarding each issue also affect
public consciousness.

Public Conscience and Social
Conscience: Main Research Problems

In science, along with the category of
public consciousness is also used public
conscience and social conscience. In 1931
Foster measures public conscience and
common-carriers [42]. Scandals of various
types always give rise to public conscious-
ness and undermine their position in soci-
ety. For example, the uproar with the po-
lice caused a public outcry and diminished
public confidence [43]. Ashby and Ander-
son have always used public conscience
in their research, for example, on the pro-
tection of the environment from pollution
[44] and the smoke abatement [45]. This
shows the universality of the concept of
public conscience.

In recent years, researchers have con-
sidered such problems associated with
public conscience:

- public intellectual life conception
(appeal to the public conscience of
intellectuals) [46];

- creative destruction and social (re)
construction of heritage (author argue
about the impact of war, terrorist attacks
and climate change on public conscience)
[47];

- research work of the scientific society
(study awakens public conscience, gives
impetus to social development) [48];

- religious freedom (essence of public
conscience, private equality and public
reason) [49];

- civil-military cooperation (entrench
of various movements in the public
conscience) [50, p. 549-563];

All scientists live a social intellectual life.
Their scientific works should be worked
out in the preparation of their hypotheses
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and should be useful to society and the
state. Creative destruction is everyone's
constructive,  originative  work.  He
continuously removes every structure,
destroys the old system and creates a new
one. And all this is interconnected with the
research work of the scientific community.

Peabody [51], in his 1909 work, connects
social consciousness with religious life.
According to the author: “Religious
education, it may be said, deals with the
child, the individual, the Church; social duty
deals with the community, the industrial
order, the State. Religious education leads
to a better knowledge of God; social duty
leads to a better service of man” [51, p. 1].
It should be noted here, that social duty is
a duty to society, following the moral values
of society. Day [52], in his pedagogical
opinions, examines the evolution of social
conscience using the example of small
boy’s newspapers. According to the author,
the environment is important here and he
is not helpless, his creations are associated
with his social development. Troncoso [53]
argues, that constitutions where there is
social content reflects social conscience.
In our opinion, social content allows you
to develop skills, improve competence,
develop personal qualities and creative
individuality, activating the process of
personal development.

Of course, we were interested in what
topics have been raised with the problem
of social conscience in recent years:

- poetics of resistance (poetic works
show ideological dissent with different
problems) [54];

- social support (mobilization of
voluntary social helpers) [55];
- social justice and sustainable

development (social conscience mobilizes
different movements that agitating for
social change) [56, p. 1-18];

- role of social entrepreneurship for
youth  purpose development (social
entrepreneurship contributes to social
conscience) [57];

- relationship between  social
entrepreneurship, education and work
(social conscience is formed by new sites
of education) [58].

Every creative person has his own
resistance and his technique can be
supported by an ideological task. The
policy of resistance occurs for various

reasons. Creative resistance always occurs
by demanding the values of modern
society from the author. Social support
doesn't have to be direct, as in the form
of pensions or benefits to the poor, but
there can be various indirect forms as in
the volunteer assistance in household
matters. In addition, in higher education to
paying attention to education and science,
it is also necessary to turn to social support
for students. This can be in the form of
creating an environment for sports (fitness
rooms), art, etc. for personal development
in their free time from study. Social justice
and sustainable development should
always be focus on the person. Humanity
has achieved colossal results in science
and technology, but most people continue
to live in frightening conditions. Therefore,
it is very important to create spiritual,
cultural, social, economic and political
conditions for life, which guarantees the
realization of the potential of members of
society. Social entrepreneurship is aimed
at solving social problems and its main
features are social impact, innovativeness
and financial sustainability.

Conclusion

The study shows that the future of every
country and society is closely related to
the formation of public consciousness. Of
course, it is impossible to analyze public
consciousness and its synonyms in one
article. In general, scientists from post-Soviet
countries use the English equivalents of some
words in their own way. For example, the
concept of “National consciousness” (Kazakh:
"yATTbIK caHa”; Russian: “HaumoHanbHOe
co3HaHune") by foreign scientists often
studied using the concept of “National
identity” (Kazakh: “yntTbiK Giperennik”;
Russian: “"HalUWoHanbHas MAEHTMUYHOCTL"). In
this case, the main difference may be the use
of the concept of public consciousness.

The worldview in the public consciousness
contributes to the formation of a person’s
spiritual needs. The 21st century has led to
historical changes in worldview paradigms
in the development of public consciousness.
The worldview of a person in a globalized
social space is associated with public
consciousness. Many factors in society and
the environment influence the formation of
a worldview. For example, upheavals in social
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systems causing political, ideological, moral
and ethical, national crises change the lives
of people and their public consciousness.
Therefore, in order to determine the place of
the worldview in the public consciousness,
it is necessary to look for a way out of the
spiritual crisis. We also consider it important
to develop a set of measures aimed at
reducing the spiritual crisis.

Humanitarian sciences a special place
in changing public consciousness, since
they shape a person’s view of the world.
The peculiarity of humanitarian education
is that it is aimed at finding the inner
spiritual world of each person. This shows
that all areas of humanitarian education
are filled with worldview ideas. By public
consciousness, we mean the consciousness
of the individual formed in society and
the system of social rules and principles.
Public consciousness is characterized by its
relativity, historicity, continuity of opinions
and influence on citizens. Consequently,
the development of worldview, knowledge,
actions, social behavior, legal views, social
life and human culture consists in the
formation of these principles of social
consciousness.
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