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INSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS OF SPIRITUAL AND
CULTURAL SECURITY IN TURKIC-SPEAKING COUNTRIES:

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

M.l.Issayeva

1, E.N. Chermukhambetov? ,

D.D. Yeshpanova 2 A.R.Abdiyeva 3

Under the conditions of modern globalization, the preservation and protection
of universal and national values are important conditions for the sustainable
development of states, strengthening national identity and ensuring social
stability. Universal values include principles common to all humanity, such
as human rights, freedom, justice, equality, peace, and tolerance. National
values, on the other hand, are formed on the basis of the historical experience,
language, culture, traditions, historical memory and spiritual heritage of a
particular people. In this regard, ensuring spiritual and cultural security is
considered an important legal mechanism for preserving national values.
The purpose of the study is to analyze the constitutional and legislative
foundations of spiritual and cultural security in Turkic-speaking states from a
comparative legal perspective, to identify their common features and national
characteristics and to determine the legal mechanisms for protecting spiritual
and cultural values. The legal experience of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan during the period of independence was taken as
the object of the study. The methods of comparative law, formal-legal, historical-
legal, and systemic analysis were used in the study. The Constitutions of the
states and regulatory legal acts related to the protection of language, culture,
historical and cultural heritage and national values were analyzed. In addition,
the relationship benween national legislation with international law and the legal
foundations of cultural and humanitarian cooperation were considered.

As a result of the study, it was determined that there are common directions
in the constitutional and legal foundations of ensuring spiritual and cultural
security in the Turkic-speaking states. At the same time, there are certain
differences in the mechanisms of legal regulation due to the historical,
political, social and cultural characteristics of each state. The results of the
study indicate the importance of further improving legal cooperation between
the Turkic states in the field of protecting cultural and spiritual values.
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States, Comparative Legal Analysis.
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Typki Tingec MemnekeTrepaeri pyxaHu )KoHe M3AeHM KayincisgikTih MHCTUTYLMOHaNABIK Heri3aepi:

canbiCTbipManbl Tangay

AHOamna. Kasipri xahaHgaHy >XafAaiblHAa Xannblafam3aTTblk XOHE YATTbIK KyHAbIIbIKTapAbl cakTay MeH
KOpfay MemeKeTTepAiH TypakTbl AaMyblHbIH, YATTbIK GiperenikTi HblFalTyAblH XoHE d/1eyMEeTTIK TyPaKTblbIKTbI
KaMTaMacbl3 eTyAiH MaHbI3Abl LIapTTapbiHbiH 6ipi 60/biN Tabbnagbl. XXannblagamsatTbik KyHAbUIbIKTapFa ajam
KyKbIKTapbl, 6OCTaHAbIK, SAINETTINIK, TeHAiK, BerbiTWinik XXaHe TONepaHTTbIIbIK CUAKTbI ByKin agamsaTtka opTak
KaFmaaTTap >atagpl. ¥ATTbIK KyHAbIbIKTap 6enrini 6ip XanblKTbiH Tapuxun Taxipubeci, Tini, MaAeHWeTI, AacTypAaepi,
TapuXu Xagjbl XdHEe pyxaHW Mypacbl HerisiHAe kanbinTacagbl. Ocbl TypFblAaH PyXaHU XKaHe MaAeHW KayincisgikTi
KaMTaMachI3 eTy YATTbIK KYHABLIbIKTapAbl CakTayAblH MaHbI3Abl KYKbIKTbIK TETIM PETiHAE KapacTbipbliajbl.

3epTTeyaiH MakcaTbl — TYPKi Tilgec MemieKkeTTepAeri pyxaHu XaHe MaAEHW KayincisgikTiH KOHCTUTYLMAbIK-
3aHHaMasblK Heri3gepiH CanbICTbIpManbl-KyKbIKTbIK TYpFblAaH Tajgay, onapAblH opTak 6enrinepi MeH YATThIK,
epeKLUeNikTepiH alkbIHAAY XaHe PyXaHN-MaeHUN KYHABIIbIKTapAbl KOPFayAblH KYKbIKTbIK MEXaHU3MAEPiH aHbIKTay.
3eptTey obbekTici peTiHge KasakcTaH, KbipfbiscTaH, ©36ekcTaH, O3epbalixaH xaHe TypiKMeHCTaHHbIH, TaYencigik
Ke3eHiHAeri KyKbIKTbIK Taxipubeci anbiHAbl. CanblCTbipMabl-KYKbIKTbIK, GOPMabibl-KYKbIKTbIK, TapUXM-KYKbIKTbIK
XaHe Xyiienik Tangay aictepi KonaaHblIAbL. MemaekeTTepaiH KOHCTUTYLMANAPSI, Til, MOAEHWET, TapUXU-MIJEHN
MYpa XaHe YATTbIK KYHABIIbIKTapAbl KOpFayFa KaTbiCTbl HOPMATUBTIK-KYKbIKTbIK akTinep Tanganzabl. CoHbIMeH Gipre
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YATTbIK 3@aHHaMaHblH, Xanblkapanblk KykblkneH 6GalinaHbICbl XoHe MIAEHU-TYMaHWUTapAbIK bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTbIH,
KYKbIKTbIK HEri3zepi kapacTblpbliAbl.

3epTTey HoTUXeCiHAe TYpPKi Tingec MemiekeTTepAe pyXaHV XXoHe MIJeHV KayinCi3AikTi kamTamachi3 eTyAiH,
KOHCTUTYLIMSIBIK-KYKbIKTBIK HerisgepiHae opTak H6afbiTtap 6ap ekeHi aHbikTangbl. COHbIMEH KaTap ap MeMJIEKETTIH,
TapuXK, CasacK, SNEYMETTIK >XJHe MSAeHW epekLlenikTepiHe 6alnaHbICTbl KyKbIKTbIK PeTTey TeTiKTepiHae
arblpMaLlblbIKTap 6ap. Hatuxenep MageH XaHe pyxaHu KYHABUIbIKTapAbl KOpFay canacblHAa TYPKi MeMiekeTTepi
apacbiHAaFbl KYKbIKTbIK bIHTBIMAKTACTbIKTbI OZaH api XeTiNAipyaiH MaHbI3blH KepCeTei.

TyliiH ce3dep: KyHAbUbIK, PyXaHW >XBHE MaAeHW Kayincisgik, KasakctaH, Typki Tingec memneketrep,
CaNbICTbIPMasbl-KYKbIKTbIK Tanaay.

MHCTUTYLMOHa/IbHbIE€ OCHOBbI AYXOBHOMW U KY/NIbTYPHOI 6€30MacHOCTM B TYPeLKOA3bIUHbIX CTPaHax:
CpaBHUTE/IbHbIA aHaNu3

AHHOMaAyuA. B ycnoBYsAX COBPEMEHHO rNo6aan3aLmm CoXpaHeH1e 1 3allyTa yHUBEPCabHbIX M HaLMOHaNbHbIX
LLEHHOCTEN ABASIETCA OAHWMM M3 BaXKHbIX YCIOBUI YCTOMUMBOTO PasBUTUS FOCyAapPCTB, YKPEnaeHUs HaLMOHanbHOW
WAEHTUYHOCTM 1 obecneyeHuns coLuanbHOW CTabuabHOCTU. YHVBEPCabHbIE LIEHHOCTW BKIOUAOT NMPUHLMMLI, 06-
Lye 415 BCero YesioBeYeCTBa, Takve Kak npasa YenoBeka, cBo60osa, CnpaBeAMBOCTb, PaBEHCTBO, MUP M TONEPaHT-
HOCTb. HaLMoHanbHble LIEHHOCTW, C APYroi CTOPOHBI, OPMUPYHOTC Ha OCHOBE MCTOPUYECKOTO OMbITa, A3bIKa, KyJlb-
TYpbl, TPAAULMI, UCTOPUYECKON NAMATU U JyXOBHOTO HacieAns KOHKPETHOro Hapoga. B 3Tol cBA3n obecneverve
[lYXOBHOW 1 Ky/bTYPHOW 6€30MacHOCTM paccMaTpUBAETCS KaK BaXkKHbIV MPaBOBOM MEXaHWU3M COXPaHEHWUs HaLumo-
Ha/IbHbIX LLEHHOCTEM.

Llenb nccnepoBaHns — aHain3 KOHCTUTYLIMOHHO-3aKOHOAATENbHBIX OCHOB lyXOBHOW W Ky/bTYpHOI 6e30nacHo-
CTV B THOPKOSA3bIYHbIX FOCYAapCTBaX C CPaBHUTENbHO-NPABOBOW TOUKM 3PEHUS, BbIsIBAEHWE NX OBLLMX YepT U Hauwmo-
HaJIbHbIX OCOBEHHOCTEN, a Tak)Ke ONpese/ieHVE NMPaBOBbIX MEXAHV3MOB 3aLLUTbI JYXOBHbIX U KY/IbTYPHbIX LLEHHOCTEN.
B kauecTBe obbekTa nccneaoBaHms 6611 B3AT NpaBoBoli onbIT KasaxctaHa, KeiprbidctaHa, Y36eknctaHa, Asepbaiigxa-
Ha 1 TypKMeHWCTaHa B MepVoZ HE3aBUCMMOCTU. B ncciefoBaHNM MCNO/Ib30BaHbI METOAbI CPaBHUTE/IbHO-MPaBOBO-
ro, GopManbHO-NPaBOBOro, UCTOPUKO-NPABOBOrO U CUCTEMHOFO aHaan3a. bbiav NnpoaHannM3npoBaHbl KOHCTUTYLIMN
roCyAapCTB, HOPMaTUBHO-TMPABOBbIE aKTbl, KACAOLLMECS 3aLLUWThI A3bIKa, KYAbTYPbl, UCTOPVKO-KYNbTYPHOTO Hac eans
1 HaLMOHaNbHbIX LieHHOCTel. Kpome Toro, paccMOTpeHbl B3aUMOCBSA3b HaLMOHaIbHOrO 3aKOHOAATENbCTBA C MeXAy-
HapOAHbIM MPaBOM ¥ MPaBOBbIE OCHOBbI KY/NbTYPHOTO ¥ F'YMaHWUTapHOrO COTPYAHWUYECTBA.

B pe3ynbTate uccnesoBaHus b0 YCTAHOBAEHO HainuMe OBLLUX HaMpaBAEHW B KOHCTUTYLIMOHHO-NPABOBbIX
OCHOBax obecrneyeHuns JyXOBHOW U KyNbTypHOW 6€30MacHOCTM B THOPKOA3bIYHBIX rOCyAapcTBax. B 1o xe Bpems, cy-
LLEeCTBYHOT OMpeAeEHHbIE Pa3numa B MeXaH13Max NpaBoOBOro peryinpoBaHus, obycIoBAEHHbIE NCTOPUYECKUMY,
MONMUTUYECKVMMY, COLIMANBHBIMU U KybTYPHBIMY OCOBEHHOCTAMU KaXA0ro rocyAapctea. PesyabTathl UcCiefoBaHNUS
YKa3blBatOT Ha BaXKHOCTb Aa/IbHelLLEero CoBepLUEHCTBOBaHMS NPaBOBOro COTPYAHUYECTBA MeXAY THOPKOA3bIYHbIMMU

rocyAapcTeamu B 061aCTvt 3almThl KYNbTYPHBIX U AYXOBHbIX LIEHHOCTEN.
Kntoueesle c/10ea: LLeHHOCTb, AyXOBHas W Ky/bTypHas 6e30mnacHOCTb, KazaxcTaH, THOpKOsA3blUHbIE rOCYyAapCTBa,

CpaBHUTE/IbHO-MPaBOBON aHaIun3.

Introduction

Values are recognized as a set of norms that
change across different historical periods in hu-
man history. One important indicator of societal
development is the existence of an integrated
system in which values are preserved, protect-
ed, and developed. In the context of contempo-
rary globalization, preserving national culture
and spiritual values has become one of the key
directions for ensuring the sustainable devel-
opment of states and strengthening national
identity. Rapid advances in information tech-
nologies, cultural globalization, the expansion
of transnational communications, and social
change place new demands on national lan-
guages, historical memory, traditional values,
and cultural heritage. In this context, ensuring
spiritual and cultural security is regarded not
only as an element of cultural policy but also as
an important component of state legal policy.

As political actors in world affairs, states
with extensive historical experience identify
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core values and use them as guiding orienta-
tions. In the United States, priority is given to
values such as independence, equality, individ-
ualism, democracy, nationalism, meritocracy,
fairness, innovation, consumerism, informality,
and the efficient use of time; in Denmark, so-
cial welfare, freedom, trust, equality before the
law, gender equality, the Danish language, vol-
unteerism, liberalism/tolerance, and Christian
heritage are regarded as key national values;
and in the United Kingdom, democracy, the
rule of law, respect, tolerance, and individual
liberty are recognized as core values [1]. For
Turkic-speaking states, the issue has its own
specific features. Although Kazakhstan, Tir-
kiye, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and
Turkmenistan are linked by common histor-
ical, linguistic, and cultural roots, their state
structures, legal systems, and mechanisms for
implementing cultural policy differ. A compar-
ative study of the legal foundations of spiritual
and cultural security in these states therefore
makes it possible to identify both common
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and distinctive legal mechanisms for protect-
ing national values. The concept of spiritual
and cultural security is closely connected with
the protection of the national language, his-
torical and cultural heritage, traditions, nation-
al values, and the spiritual integrity of socie-
ty. States create the relevant legal conditions
through constitutional norms, special laws,
state programs, and institutional mechanisms
aimed at protecting cultural heritage. In par-
ticular, language policy, the protection of cul-
tural heritage and historical monuments, sup-
port for national traditions, and guarantees of
citizens' cultural rights define the legal content
of spiritual and cultural security.

The theoretical framework of this study is
formed by Pierre Bourdieu's concept of cultur-
al capital, Joseph Nye's theory of soft power,
and Eric Hobsbawm'’s concept of the “invention
of tradition”. Bourdieu treats cultural capital as
an important cultural resource that affects an
individual’s social position and opportunities
[2, p. 62]. Under this approach, a society's cul-
tural resources are not limited to material as-
sets: language, education, cultural experience,
historical consciousness, traditions, patterns of
social behavior, and cultural skills also consti-
tute important forms of capital. From this per-
spective, legal protection of national languag-
es, historical and cultural heritage, traditional
culture, and spiritual values in Turkic-speaking
states is an important mechanism for preserv-
ing cultural capital and transmitting it to future
generations. The legal foundations of cultural
security may therefore be understood as an
institutional system that prevents the erosion
of national cultural capital. Nye's soft-pow-
er concept explains the ability of states to
achieve their objectives not through coercion
but through culture, values, and persuasion
[3, p. 206]. Accordingly, the common historical
and cultural heritage of the Turkic states can
strengthen mutual humanitarian ties and en-
hance their cultural influence internationally.
Legal protection of cultural heritage, national
languages, and spiritual values thus contributes
not only to domestic cultural security but also
to the formation of a state's soft-power poten-
tial. Hobsbawm'’s concept of the “invention of
tradition” shows that some traditions perceived
as ancient may in fact have been formed com-
paratively recently and may serve particular so-
cial and cultural purposes; such traditions help
consolidate public values and collective identi-
ty [4, p. 51]. This perspective is relevant to the

legal regulation of historical memory, national
symbols, traditions, and cultural heritage in Tur-
kic-speaking states, because states use legisla-
tive and institutional tools to protect particular
historical and cultural values and embed them
in public consciousness. Considered together,
the three approaches reveal the complex na-
ture of spiritual and cultural security: Bourdieu's
cultural capital explains cultural resources and
their intergenerational transmission; Nye's soft
power explains the domestic and international
influence of cultural values; and Hobsbawm'’s
invention of tradition explains the formation
and institutionalization of traditions and histor-
ical memory. From this theoretical standpoint,
the legal foundations of spiritual and cultural
security in Turkic-speaking states can be viewed
not merely as a system for protecting national
culture, but as a set of interrelated legal and
institutional mechanisms aimed at preserving
cultural capital, strengthening national identity,
shaping historical memory, and enhancing the
cultural influence of the state. This approach
provides the theoretical basis for comparing
constitutional norms and legislation on culture,
language, historical heritage, and national val-
ues in Kazakhstan, Turkiye, Azerbaijan, Uzbeki-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan.

Materials and Research Methods

The relevance of the study stems from the
need for a systematic comparison of the le-
gal mechanisms used to ensure spiritual and
cultural security in Turkic-speaking states and
for a clearer identification of their common
principles and national specificities. The study
comparatively analyzes legal norms relating to
the protection and development of spiritual
and cultural values in Kazakhstan and the Tur-
kic-speaking republics, as well as the security
of those values. Since values constitute the
spiritual core of any society, states oriented
toward development treat the protection of
spiritual values as one of their major objec-
tives. Analytical, comparative, critical, compar-
ative-legal, formal-legal, historical-legal, and
systemic methods were used. The theoretical
and source base consists of the Constitutions
and other legislative acts of Kazakhstan and
the other Turkic-speaking republics, together
with the works of domestic and foreign schol-
ars in state and legal theory, sectoral legal
studies, and political science.
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Legislative Framework for the Protection
of Spiritual and Cultural Values in the
Turkic-Speaking Republics

In the first years of independence, the
Turkic-speaking republics adopted their own
Constitutions, and to this day, several consti-
tutional reforms have been carried out in these
countries [5]:

 The Constitution of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan was adopted on August 30, 1995, and
the latest amendment was made by referen-
dum on June 5, 2022.

« The Constitution of the Republic of Kyr-
gyzstan was adopted on May 5, 1993, and the
new Constitution of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan
was last adopted by referendum on May 5, 2021.

 The Constitution of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan was adopted on December 8, 1992,
and the last amendments and additions were
made by referendum on May 1, 2023.

« The Constitution of the Republic of Turk-
menistan was adopted on May 18, 1992, and a
Constitutional reform was carried out on Jan-
uary 23, 2021,

« The Constitution of the Republic of Azer-
baijan was adopted on November 12, 1995, and
amendments and additions were made through
national referendums held on August 24, 2002,
March 18, 2009, and September 26, 2016.

Constitutional amendments are the main
guideline that determines the direction of the
country. The laws and regulatory legal docu-
ments adopted in any country are based on
this fundamental law, and the foundation of
strategic programs, concepts, and doctrines
that guide the development of society also
originate from this constitution.

As we can see above, the constitutions of
the mentioned republics have undergone sev-
eral significant reforms; however, the most
significant changes were the constitutional
amendments adopted as a result of the last
referendum. As a result of the adopted consti-
tutional amendments, these republics have set
a new course for development, as a result of
which: Kazakhstan has adopted new Concepts
and Doctrines, such as “New Kazakhstan”, Uz-
bekistan “New Uzbekistan”, and Kyrgyzstan
“Ungu Zhol". These concepts and doctrines in-
clude new guidelines for the development of
all sectors of the country.

Republic of Kazakhstan. In his Address to
the People of Kazakhstan on March 16, 2022,
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the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev proposed the crea-
tion of New Kazakhstan under the theme “New
Kazakhstan: the path of renewal and modern-
ization” [6]. The main directions of New Ka-
zakhstan, starting in 2022, including issues of
preserving and developing values, are known as
priority topics in the texts of the Annual Address
of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the text of the Information Doctrine of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, and the reports of the Na-
tional Congress of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

On March 14, 2025, the President of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
also touched upon the topic of national values
in his speech at the fourth session of the Na-
tional Congress. The Head of State noted the
need for this document, which will contribute
to the promotion of values and the formation
of a new quality of the nation, to clearly define
the goals, objectives and priorities of the work
of the state ideology [7].

The opinion on the preservation of values
was expressed by the Head of State Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev in his speech at the XXX-
[l session of the Assembly of the People of
Kazakhstan: “I believe that citizens should be
guided by the ideals of love for the Mother-
land, patriotism, and respect for the culture,
customs, and traditions of our people” [8].
In addition, at the Kurultai session in Atyrau,
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev noted the
following as the guidelines that society should
adhere to in all spheres: [7]:

1. Independence and Patriotism.

2. Unity and Solidarity.

3. Justice and Responsibility.

4. Law and Order.

5. Hard Work and Professionalism.

6. Creativity and Innovation.

Kyrgyz Republic. In order to determine
the country's new path on the basis of the new
Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic, adopted
on May 5, 2021, the “National Spirit — World
Heights” Doctrine (“Unguzhol”) was approved
by the Decree of the President of Kyrgyzstan
dated December 18, 2024. This doctrine aims
to revive the national values of the Kyrgyz peo-
ple, to respect national values, and to strength-
en national civic feeling. The doctrine also in-
cludes ideas aimed at uniting the citizens of
the Kyrgyz Republic into a single whole, instill-
ing faith in a bright future, and strengthening
civic patriotism and national spirit [9].
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The “National Spirit — World Heights” Doc-
trine of the Kyrgyz Republic (Unguzhol) contains
the following principles that embody the spiritual
and cultural values of the Kyrgyz people:

Always keep in mind that the Kyrgyz people
are a people with rich experience in statehood
and governance;

e to consider the free use and study of
the language, history, culture, and traditional
values of the Kyrgyz people by citizens as
a sign of a sovereign country, as well as to
present them to the world community;

e to consider spiritual values as a priority,
without denying the importance of material
values in human life;

e to prevent the opposition of national
moral values to religious values;

e to highly value national pride, while
not allowing any manifestations of ethnic
intolerance;

e to show ethno-tolerance towards the
languages, history, and culture of distant and
close neighboring peoples;

e to prevent the degradation of the values
of other countries, while upholding the dignity
of one’s own state, and to maintain friendly and
good-neighborly relations with neighboring
states [10].

Also, the above-mentioned doctrine lists the
following as the main values of a Kyrgyz citizen:

The most important value of a Kyrgyz cit-
izen is his homeland, people, and state — the
Kyrgyz Republic;

A high, unique level of consciousness of
citizens, manifested in a sacred attitude toward
the Kyrgyz Republic and its state symbols;

People who, under any circumstances, nev-
er break their oaths and are steadfast in the
principles of civic patriotism;

Pride of members of society in being Kyrgyz
citizens, their high spirit, and creative mood;

A high sense of responsibility for the cur-
rent state and future of citizens, family, society,
and the state, formed on the basis of tradition-
al and modern education and upbringing;

Respect for national spiritual values and
traditional and innovative measures to pre-
serve them;

National and ethnocultural codes, rich and
vibrant historical and social memory;

Firmness, honesty, and uncompromising-
ness in protecting justice, equality, honor, and
conscience;

Unwavering respect for the culture of be-
havior, morality, and generosity;

Gentleness toward friends, warmth toward
relatives, and harshness toward enemies; the
habit of always striving to maintain peace and
harmony between people;

A wise attitude toward people based on the
principle: “Good for good is everyone's deed;
good for evil is a hero’s deed; evil for evil is the
deed of the narrow-minded; and evil for good
is the deed of the blind";

The humanistic and courageous character
of a person who always risks his life to save
people whose lives are in danger of death for
various reasons, regardless of who they are;

Always being ready to do good deeds and
to actively participate in the political, econom-
ic, and social life of the country;

An endless desire to get an education, mas-
ter various professions and innovative technol-
ogies, and develop the ability to use them;

A culture of careful and rational use of nat-
ural resources and the ability to live in harmo-
ny with them [10].

The preservation of the spiritual and cultur-
al values of Kyrgyzstan is also included in the
National Security Concept of the Kyrgyz Re-
public, in particular: strengthening peace and
harmony among all ethnic groups and confes-
sions, raising the level of legal consciousness
and strengthening traditional spiritual and
moral values, unity of the Kyrgyz people, re-
spect for the rights and freedoms of the family,
man, and citizen, prevention of interethnic, in-
terregional, interfaith, and interreligious con-
flicts, law and order, legality, a high level of
human and intellectual potential, preservation
of culture, and traditional spiritual and moral
values [11].

Republic of Uzbekistan. The adoption of
the new version of the Constitution of the Re-
public of Uzbekistan in 2023 was followed by
the approval of the "Uzbekistan — 2030” Strat-
egy aimed at creating a "New Uzbekistan” [12].
The concept of “New Uzbekistan” in Uzbeki-
stan is based on the motto “Human dignity, the
interests of the people are the highest value”
[13]. In order to create a "New Uzbekistan”, the
Development Strategy of New Uzbekistan for
2022-2026 was adopted. This strategy consists
of 100 goals aimed at developing various sec-
tors of the country. These include protecting
human honor and dignity, implementing the
national program “Humane State”, increasing
the legal culture and legal awareness of the
population, ensuring spiritual development,
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educating citizens (youth) in the spirit of pat-
riotism, civic responsibility, tolerance, and re-
spect for laws, national and universal values,
and developing individuals capable of resisting
negative influences and trends; transforming a
healthy worldview and creativity in society into
a nationwide movement; implementing the
concept of “New Uzbekistan — an Enlightened
Society”; providing state support for the care-
ful preservation, widespread promotion, and
development of national values and spiritual
heritage; implementing the national idea of
“A Book-Loving Nation”; strengthening the
atmosphere of interethnic harmony and reli-
gious tolerance in society; etc. [14].

One of the documents adopted for the pur-
pose of creating a new Uzbekistan is the Con-
cept of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Ensuring
Freedom of Conscience of Citizens and State
Policy in the Religious Sphere in the Republic
of Uzbekistan, dated February 25, 2025. This
concept is based on the further development
of the culture of society, ensuring the harmo-
ny and equality of the multinational people of
Uzbekistan, and strengthening the legal foun-
dations of statehood [15].

Ensuring the spiritual and cultural secu-
rity of Uzbekistan is included in the Concept
of Public Security of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan. The list of main national interests in this
concept includes the following tasks: com-
prehensive strengthening of interethnic and
interconfessional relations; promoting a cul-
ture of religious tolerance, friendship, mutual
cooperation, and humanism in society; and
strengthening the ability and potential to pre-
serve social identity (language, culture, social
system, national mentality, and religion) in the
face of constant changes and potential threats
arising from their influence, that is, the ability
for self-preservation.

Currently, the values in Uzbekistan include
loyalty to creative ideas, high responsibility,
social justice, humanity, national harmony, the
customs and traditions of the Uzbek people,
diversity and freedom of worldview, equality of
citizens before the law, freedom of conscience,
and honest labor. In Uzbekistan, a list of values is
presented as follows: respect for parents, clean-
liness, kindness, the Uzbek language, religious
tolerance, freedom of speech, honesty, mutual
assistance, hospitality, and harmony [16].

Republic of Azerbaijan. The Cultural Con-
cept of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Law of
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the Republic of Azerbaijan on Culture, the Law
of the Republic of Azerbaijan on National Se-
curity, and the Concept of National Security
of the Republic of Azerbaijan establish tasks
related to the protection of the spiritual and
cultural values of Azerbaijan. According to the
Cultural Concept of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
approved on February 14, 2014, the main val-
ues are as follows:

« equality — ensuring the realization of
everyone's cultural and creative rights and op-
portunities on equal terms;

« democracy — educating the population in
the spirit of free thought, expanding rights and
freedoms in the organization and manage-
ment of the cultural sphere on a state-public
basis, ensuring freedom of aesthetic thought,
and encouraging the creation of new cultural
organizations;

« humanism - recognizing secular values,
the free development of the individual, human
rights and freedoms, health and safety, and
care for and respect for the environment and
people as priorities;

« integration — ensuring the promotion, en-
richment, and development of national culture
in the world through the adoption of universal
human values and world culture, without iso-
lating it from global cultural processes;

* balance - creating a balance between the
cultural sphere and the markets for cultural
products and services and ensuring the devel-
opment of the activities of cultural societies;

« quality — ensuring that products and ser-
vices in the cultural sphere comply with the
most advanced standards, norms, socio-eco-
nomic requirements, and the interests of the
individual, society, and the state;

« secularism - ensuring the creation, pro-
tection, and development of secular values;

« efficiency — organizing creativity in the
cultural sphere using modern methods that are
continuously developing, useful, and aimed at
achieving the final result;

« inheritance — transferring cultural wealth,
knowledge, and experience in this field to fu-
ture generations [17].

The Concept provides for the implementation
of large-scale measures to protect, restore, pro-
mote, and disseminate cultural values, including
tangible and intangible cultural heritage, as well
as the national cultural heritage of Azerbaijan
abroad, on the basis of international legal norms.

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on
National Security sets out the following tasks
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for ensuring the country’s national security in
the field of culture and spirituality:

« Protecting and developing the cultural
heritage, material and spiritual values, means
of satisfying cultural needs, and scientific and
technical potential of the Azerbaijani people
from internal and external threats.

« Protecting and developing the historical
and cultural heritage, language, customs and
traditions, and national self-consciousness of
the Azerbaijani people from external threats.

« Preserving the uniqueness of national cul-
ture in the process of globalization of world
culture.

- Creating opportunities to use global cul-
tural achievements for the development of na-
tional culture.

« Ensuring the protection of historical and
cultural monuments of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan in accordance with international treaties.

« Combating crimes against public morality
[18].

The National Security Concept of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan sets out the following
tasks related to the preservation of spiritual
and cultural values:

« Preservation of the cultural and historical
heritage and spiritual values of the Azerbaijani
people, as well as their enrichment with uni-
versal values, and the development of their
language, identity, patriotic and national pride,
and intellectual potential.

« Preservation of the unity of the Azerbaijani
people and promotion of the Azerbaijani idea.

« Formation of civil society and ensuring
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

« Strengthening the performance of state
functions through the development of demo-
cratic and civil society institutions, the rule of
law, ensuring public order, and protecting the
security of the population.

« Strengthening national identity and soli-
darity based on common values among Azer-
baijanis around the world [19].

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on
the Protection of Historical and Cultural Mon-
uments was adopted in 1998. This Law regu-
lates relations related to the protection, study,
and use of historical and cultural monuments.
The law establishes rules for the discovery,
registration, protection, restoration, and use of
historical and cultural monuments. According
to the document, the state ensures the protec-
tion of monuments and does not allow their
destruction or illegal alteration. The law also

provides for the inclusion of monuments in the
state register, the creation of protection zones,
and the conduct of scientific research. The
duties of state bodies in protecting historical
heritage sites, as well as the responsibilities of
legal entities and individuals, are defined. Ac-
cording to the law, historical and cultural mon-
uments are considered the national wealth of
the people, and their protection is a national
duty. This legal document plays an important
role in passing on the cultural heritage of Azer-
baijan to future generations [20].

The Azerbaijani state has always consid-
ered the preservation of the rich material and
cultural heritage of the people as one of its
priorities. The country has many architectural
and cultural monuments reflecting different
historical periods. The foundation for the sys-
tematic preservation and study of this herit-
age was laid by Heydar Aliyev. He paid special
attention to the preservation of national and
cultural values during the Soviet era. After re-
turning to power in 1993, state policy in this
area was further strengthened. Azerbaijan's
cooperation with UNESCO expanded, and a
number of national monuments were includ-
ed in the international heritage list. During the
rule of President Illham Aliyev, the policy of
preserving material and cultural heritage con-
tinued. Registration, restoration, and protec-
tion of historical monuments are carried out
under state control. In addition, many histor-
ical monuments have been restored through
the Heydar Aliyev Foundation [21]. As a result
of the Foundation’s activities, the promotion
of Azerbaijani culture has been strengthened
both domestically and internationally.

After the liberation of the occupied territo-
ries of Azerbaijan, including Karabakh and East
Zangezur, the restoration of the historical herit-
age destroyed in these territories has acquired
particular importance. Large-scale measures are
being taken to restore monuments that were
destroyed during the occupation. President II-
ham Aliyev pays special attention to the restora-
tion of historical and cultural monuments in the
liberated territories. Improving the protection
and registration of historical and cultural mon-
uments located in Karabakh and East Zangezur,
including the ancient Albanian heritage, is also
an important aspect of this policy.

Republic of Turkmenistan. The Decrees of
the President of Turkmenistan aimed at pre-
serving cultural heritage sites and immovable
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historical monuments of Turkmenistan are in-
tended to increase the effectiveness of control
measures in this area and contribute to the de-
velopment of this sector. In addition, new Laws
of Turkmenistan, including “On the Protection,
Export and Import of Movable Values of the
National Historical and Cultural Heritage,” “On
Cinematography,” and “On Folk Art,” aimed at
protecting and developing spiritual and cultur-
al values, have been adopted [22].

The Law of Turkmenistan on National Se-
curity also sets out the principles of ensuring
national security, including the primacy of hu-
man and civil rights and freedoms, maintaining
a balance of interests between individuals and
citizens, society and the state, and their mutual
responsibility, as well as monitoring the im-
plementation of the full range of measures to
protect national security. In Turkmenistan, the
celebration of the “Year of Reverence for Her-

itage, Transformation of the Motherland” was
aimed at preserving and developing spiritual
and cultural values, preserving and studying
historical and cultural heritage, and widely
promoting it internationally [23].

Comparative Legal Analysis

During the study, the legal foundations of
spiritual and cultural security in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Turk-
menistan were compared according to four
main criteria: the legal framework, institutional
mechanisms, priority values, and implemen-
tation mechanisms. The comparative analysis
showed that all five states have established
constitutional foundations for the protection
of spiritual and cultural values, while significant
differences remain in their approaches and pri-
orities in legal regulation.

Table 1. Comparative Analysis of the Legal Foundations of Spiritual and Cultural Security in

Turkic-Speaking States

Institutional

Key Implementation

Turkmenistan

folk art, and the cul-
tural sphere

tion of historica and
cultural heritage

national culture, state
unity

State Legal Framework Mechanisms Priority Values Features
Constitutional norms; | State bodies; cultural | National unity, patrio- | Priority is given to
legislation on culture [and language-policy | tism, language, histor- | combining national

Kazakhstan and language; state |institutions; National |ical and cultural her-|values with civic identi-

strategic documents | Kurultai and public in- | itage, hard work, law |ty and unity in a multi-

stitutions and order ethnic society

Constitution; legisla- | State bodies, cultural | National language, | Strong direct linkage

tion on culture and |institutions, education | historical and spiritu- | of spiritual-cultural

language;  national | system, public organi-|al heritage, tradition, [ values with national

Kyrgyzstan security and spiritu- | zations patriotism, interethnic | traditions; spiritual and

al-cultural  develop- and interfaith harmony | cultural ~ foundations

ment documents are enshrined in the

Constitution

2023 Constitution; | Public administration | National and univer-| Emphasis on linking

legislation on culture, | bodies; cultural and |sal values, Uzbek lan- | national values with

. language, and histor- | educational institu- | guage, historical and [ human rights, social
Uzbekistan . - . . . A -

ical-cultural heritage; | tions; public organi- | spiritual heritage, hu-|harmony, and the

strategic documents | zations man dignity, national | state's social develop-

harmony ment objectives

Constitution; Law on | State cultural bodies, | National cultural | Cultural  heritage is

Culture;  legislation | heritage-protection | identity, Azerbaija- | treated as a compo-

on protection of his- | institutions, public and | ni language, histori- | nent of national secu-

Azerbaijan torical-cultural  her- | local authorities cal-cultural  heritage, | rity, with particular em-

itage and national secularism,  national | phasis on protection

security consciousness against internal and

external threats

Constitution; laws | State cultural bodies | National historical | The legal framework

regulating  histori- |and institutions re- | heritage, Turkmen |is  characterized by

cal-cultural heritage, | sponsible for protec-|language, tradition, | acentralized approach,

treating cultural and
historical heritage as a
direct responsibility of
the state
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As the table shows, all five states share sever-
al core legal directions: protection of the na-
tional language and culture, preservation of
historical and cultural heritage, strengthening
of national identity, and protection of citizens'
cultural rights. In Kazakhstan, the Constitution
establishes the status of the state language
and makes the creation of conditions for the
development of the languages of the people
of Kazakhstan a state responsibility; cultur-
al legislation also provides legal protection
for tangible and intangible cultural values. A
distinctive feature of the Kyrgyz legal model
is that spiritual and cultural foundations are
directly enshrined in a dedicated chapter of
the Constitution. The Constitution requires
the state to develop the culture of the peo-
ple, protect historical, material, and spiritual
heritage, and ensure interethnic and interfaith
harmony, while recognizing citizens' rights to
participate in cultural life and access cultural
values. In Uzbekistan, particular importance is
attached to combining national and universal
values. The 2023 Constitution establishes Uz-
bek as the state language and provides for re-
spect for, and conditions for the development
of, the languages, customs, and traditions of
all nationalities and ethnic groups in the coun-
try. It also defines the protection of historical,
spiritual, cultural, scientific, and natural her-
itage as a shared responsibility of the state
and citizens. In Azerbaijan, cultural security
is directly linked to national security: cultural
legislation regulates the creation, study, pro-
motion, and protection of cultural values, while
historical and cultural monuments are protect-
ed by a special law; the Constitution also treats
the protection of historical and cultural monu-
ments as a duty of every person. In Turkmen-
istan, the constitutional basis for protecting
cultural and historical heritage is closely tied
to state responsibility. The Constitution rec-
ognizes the preservation of national historical
and cultural heritage as a state duty, establish-
es Turkmen as the state language, guarantees
citizens the right to use their mother tongue,
and provides for the development of interna-
tional cooperation in the cultural sphere.

An important result of the comparison is
that no single universal model of spiritual and
cultural security has emerged across the legal
systems of the five states. Instead, each state
has formed a legal model corresponding to its
historical experience, state structure, ethnode-
mographic situation, and specific features of

national identity. Several approaches can nev-
ertheless be distinguished. In Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan, preservation of national values is
combined with civic unity, universal values, and
social harmony. In Kyrgyzstan, protection of
spiritual and cultural values is more directly as-
sociated with tradition, historical heritage, and
national spirit. In Azerbaijan, cultural security is
clearly treated as a component of the national
security system. In Turkmenistan, a centralized
approach based on direct state responsibility
for historical and cultural heritage is predomi-
nant. The study therefore shows that the legal
foundations of spiritual and cultural security
in Turkic-speaking states operate at three in-
terrelated levels: first, the constitutional level
establishes fundamental guarantees for the
national language, culture, historical heritage,
and cultural rights; second, the legislative lev-
el implements those constitutional principles
through specific legal mechanisms; and third,
the institutional level ensures the practical im-
plementation of the established norms.

Conclusion

The comparative legal analysis demon-
strates that Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbek-
istan, Azerbaijan, and Turkmenistan have
established constitutional and legislative
foundations for ensuring spiritual and cultur-
al security. Common directions across the five
legal systems include protecting the status of
national languages, preserving historical, cul-
tural, and spiritual heritage, developing na-
tional culture, guaranteeing cultural rights, and
strengthening national identity. At the same
time, the study shows that the legal approach-
es are not identical in substance. The main dif-
ference lies in the level at which spiritual and
cultural security is positioned within state legal
policy and in the values with which it is associ-
ated. In some states, cultural security is closely
linked to national unity and civic identity; in
others, it is associated with national spirit and
tradition, national security, or state protection
of historical and cultural heritage.

The comparison further shows that the
Kyrgyz model is distinguished by the direct
constitutional entrenchment of spiritual and
cultural foundations; the Azerbaijani model by
linking cultural heritage with national security;
the Uzbek model by combining national and
universal values; the Kazakh model by con-
necting national values with civic unity and
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social harmony; and the Turkmen model by
prioritizing direct state responsibility for pro-
tecting historical and cultural heritage. Over-
all, the comparative study demonstrates that,
although Turkic-speaking states share a com-
mon value base in the sphere of spiritual and
cultural security, their national models of legal
institutionalization differ. These differences
need not be an obstacle to deeper cultural and
legal cooperation; on the contrary, they can
provide a basis for mutual exchange of expe-
rience and for developing more effective legal
mechanisms.

In conclusion, the Turkic-speaking repub-
lics that declared independence after the dis-
solution of the Soviet Union began to preserve
their spiritual and cultural values by enshrin-
ing them in their Constitutions and laws and
by adopting strategic programs, concepts, and
doctrines for this purpose. These measures aim
to protect national cultures in the process of
globalization and transmit them to future gen-
erations. Several states have articulated new
development trajectories under such formula-
tions as “New Kazakhstan,” “New Uzbekistan,”
and Kyrgyzstan's “Ungu Zhol.” One of the im-
portant objectives of these concepts and doc-
trines is the protection and development of
spiritual and cultural values.
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